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where’s
the
baton?
2018 MXGP has been lauded 
as a Red Bull KTM tale be-
tween two eras of greatness 
rubbing together: Tony Cairoli 
in his tenth year in the pre-
mier class, Jeffrey Herlings 
in his second. Twelve world 
championship titles between 
them. The first episode of the 
‘season’ did not disappoint 
and will undoubtedly ratings 
will climb further after a mag-
nificent clash in Argentina. Hit 
the link to see the highlights
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Neuquen was a sumptuous track to open 
the 2018 FIM World Championship year: 
fast, wide and challenging through the 
variation of grip and the way the sandy 
terrain churned into lumps and holes. 

It pushed the riders to test the margins 
in a nervy first Grand Prix. The waves 
section was key to an exceptional lap-
time but also proved difficult for some to 
conquer

Photo by Ray Archer



Pauls Jonass left 
Argentina after a 
dominant run for 
the new No.1 in 
the paddock but 
perhaps also won-
dering where his 
closest threat could 
emerge. The likes of 
Thomas Kjer Olsen, 
Hunter Lawrence, 
Calvin Vlaanderen, 
Sev Brylyakov and 
Thomas Covington 
are playing catch-
up but cannot 
afford to give the 
determined, MXGP-
bound Latvian too 
much of a numeri-
cal head-start

Photo by Ray Archer
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DOMINATE THE BATTLE 

FORSUPREMACY
THE WEAPON OF CHOICE
At the pinnacle of motocross, the sharpest weapon always prevails.  
For 2018, KTM has refined the KTM 450 SX-F, delivering unrivaled power,  
razor-sharp handling, and aggressive styling, making this motorcycle  
the ultimate weapon to race into your next on-track battle.
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DOMINATE THE BATTLE 

FORSUPREMACY
THE WEAPON OF CHOICE
At the pinnacle of motocross, the sharpest weapon always prevails.  
For 2018, KTM has refined the KTM 450 SX-F, delivering unrivaled power,  
razor-sharp handling, and aggressive styling, making this motorcycle  
the ultimate weapon to race into your next on-track battle.
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sensational

grand priX of patagonia-argentina



At Argentina and on the wonder-
fully epic, picturesque, present-
able, fast but also challenging 
Neuquen circuit the first act of 
this play did not fail to deliver 
by any means. Will the rest of it 
be a drama? Comedy? Tragedy? 
Tragi-comedy? The searing pace 
of both Jeffrey Herlings and Tony 
Cairoli hints at a performance 
level that is scarily high and 
limit-touching. The pair were 30 
and 23 seconds ahead of the rest 
– Monster Energy Kawasaki’s 
Clement Desalle and Monster 
Energy Yamaha’s Romain Febvre 
and Jeremy Van Horebeek – and 
although both hinted at the long 
journey still to come in 2018 
there was not much evidence 
of caution or conservatism on 
track.

Herlings’ torment of the class 
from two top five starts was 
more symbolic of his intentions 
that the result itself (he took the 
GP win and has the red plate 
courtesy of his second moto 
push but both he and Cairoli are 
tied on points). What is scary 
was that he came into the week-
end suffering with sickness and 

made a mess of his set-up on 
Saturday; crashing and fighting 
arm-pump. A debrief with his 
crew led to some alterations – 
the details of which he did not 
explain – and he was a different 
animal on Sunday. It was the 
manner of his charge, particular-
ly a wider and faster line through 
the waves section (that had been 
lowered and layered after com-
plaints on Saturday) that allowed 
valuable time to be gained.

For the observers and fans of 
MXGP that believe the only way 
Herlings can be defeated in 
2018 is through unintentional 
self-harm then this was a power-
ful piece of proof. Even a rider 
with the calibre and experience 
of Cairoli was rattled enough in 
the closing stages of the second 
moto to make mistakes, miss 
berms and effectively dangle a 
bigger carrot to his pursuer as 
the clock ticked down. When 
asked how Herlings managed 
to reduced a nine second deficit 
in nine minutes at the post-race 
press conference, Cairoli showed 
his excellent dry sense of hu-
mour and revealed a 

degree of frustration by replying 
to the next question: “I thought 
you were going to ask he how I 
managed to lose nine seconds in 
nine minutes.”

Cairoli may well have woken on 
Monday morning still curious 
as to how he lost the Grand Prix 
having taken Pole Position and 
deflected Herlings’ intentions 
in the first moto. He gained two 
holeshots and rarely put a foot 
wrong until the last nine minutes 
of the second race. Tony showed 
his competitiveness and if was 
not for Herlings then he could 
have made a pitstop for a drink 
and still claimed this fourth 
Argentine Grand Prix (a country 
and a track at which he has not 
celebrated victory). Cairoli was 
the undoubted superstar for the 
public and was duly mobbed at 
the Riders Presentation in the 
centre of Villa la Angostura on 
Friday, to the point where his 
safety was a concern and he 
was fished out of the crowd by 
concerned security staff. 

and so it begins...

race BLog

MXGP has been spun as a Red Bull KTM joust in 2018 with a nine-
times world champion (seven times in the premier class) against argu-
ably the strongest and most feisty athlete to have graced the Grand Prix 
scene this century (and already a three time MX2 No.1).

MXGP
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Some people might wonder 
if #222 can produce a perfor-
mance similar to Herlings and 
be such an active pursuer if the 
roles are reversed. This could be 
a key element of their 2018 dis-
pute. Cairoli has produced many, 
many epic comeback rides in the 
fourteen years I’ve been watch-
ing him and if he is to grasp that 
tenth title then he might have 
to find those same reserves and 
resources that his rival, nine 
years his junior, possesses and 
displayed in South America.

On the other hand Tony’s an-
noyance could be short lived. 
We are talking about a master 
championship-constructor and 
arguably one of the greatest and 
most versatile motocrossers in 
the modern era. Cairoli will al-
ready be clicking into that mode 
of long-term speculation and 
vision: the result today means 
little when the race of tomorrow 
looms.

Herlings is brilliant but is the 
underdog, and is also battling a 
rider and a cell of people in the 
Red Bull KTM set-up that has 
achieved so much and will strive 
to do so until 2020. Argentina 
and his efforts could well hold 
more value in terms of confi-
dence and is well-timed with 
his home Grand Prix at Valk-
enswaard up next for the first 
meeting in Europe. Herlings was 
undefeated in seven years at the 
Eurocircuit in MX2 and gained 
his first MXGP podium there 
last spring. A first win of 2018 
(his seventh in total on the 450 
and pushing his career stats up 
to 68, 14 behind Cairoli) could 
easily become two and the ball 
starts to roll a little quicker.

At the weekend KTM diligently 
went about their work, overseen 
by Racing Off-Road Vice Presi-
dent Robert Jonas, and noises 
about the MXGP rivalry and 
the start of a journey of close 
competition were matter-of-fact 

and largely positive. Cairoli and 
Herlings provided great enter-
tainment as the standout ath-
letes but they congratulated the 
other once past the finish line 
and shared the same tiny private 
changing area in the paddock 
with Pauls Jonass, Jorge Prado 
and Glenn Coldenhoff also in the 
zone. How long the ‘big family’ 
can remain so when the points 
and prizes tick down remains to 
be seen but this is no Prost-Sen-
na. Yet. What it could be – for 
the rest of MXGP – is a Mc-
Claren era tussle, a Fiat Yamaha 
scrap, a Barca-Madrid superior-
ity. As much as we ask questions 
and examine the KTM leaders 
then questions also have to be 
asked of the rest of the field and 
whether their level can be raised 
to interfere in all this orange. 



Who can stop Pauls Jonass? 
This is the quandary of MX2. 
The Latvian is another year 
older, stronger and wiser (now 
no longer requiring the coach-
ing of Marc de Reuver). He is 
clear of the after-effects of his 
concussion that affected training 
in 2017. He also possesses the 
2019 pre-production 250 SX-F 
and the bike looked ferocious 
in Argentina. 114 Motorsports 
Hunter Lawrence was one of 
his closest challengers and the 
lap-times were tight between 
the pair in the first moto but 
Jonass’ Austrian machinery just 
seemed to pick-up and drive so 
much harder out of the turns. 
Lawrence’s fine technique meant 
that he planted the nimble 
Honda wherever he fancied but 
he struggled to live with the 

throttle performance of Jonass’ 
No.1. Pauls was quick to credit 
the new bike whenever he could 
through the weekend as he won, 
ruled and cleared every single 
session or race. “I’m always 
surprised when KTM bring a 
new bike and also by how much 
they can improve,” he said. “It 
is amazing that they can make 
small steps forward again and 
again.”

Benefitting from that same 
type of power was Thomas Kjer 
Olsen; dominator of EMX250 in 
2016 and a rookie GP winner in 
2017. The tall Dane was second-
best at Neuquen for just his third 
podium finish in MX2. His starts 
and opening laps meant he was 
never realistically close to Jonass 
but quicker than pursuers like 

Bike it DRT Kawasaki’s Darian 
Sanayei, Lawrence, HRC’s Calvin 
Vlaanderen and Kemea Yama-
ha’s Ben Watson.

For Sanayei and Watson Argenti-
na represented small milestones. 
The American had a busy week: 
he almost arrived late from 
Brazil and the presentation of 
the ASW gear the team will wear 
in 2018 (the design and quality 
was one of the small surprises 
of the paddock’s ‘new fashion’ 
spotting and it will be curious to 
see if the brand gets picked-up 
in Europe as they look to interna-
tional expansion), the Kawasaki 
misbehaved on Saturday and 
gave the technical crew a long 
night of rebuilds, and his gear 
– and that of teammate Tommy 
Searle – were stolen from their 
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accommodation on Sunday 
morning. Thankfully enough kit 
had been distributed around 
the bike crates but the young-
ster had to scurry for replace-
ment knee braces. Sanayei’s 
first race was cut short but he 
posted his first-ever top three 
finish quite comfortably in the 
second. If Sanayei can put two 
motos together and seal that 
maiden podium appearance 
then he’ll enter an impressive 
hall of fame the Dixon team 
have constructed over three 
decades.

For fans intending to visit an 
MXGP soon then wander to 
the DRT set-up and have a 
look at the #57 motorcycle. 
Steve Dixon is something of a 
pioneer in the GP paddock for 
his ideas and innovation. The 
path of development is time-
consuming and sometimes 
fragile but the carbon airbox 
and intakes and measures to 
drastically drop the weight of 
the KX250F is the Brit’s way 
of trying to combat the works 
machines in a category where 
limits are keenly sought and 
often pushed (compared to 
MXGP where teams frequently 
try to tame and harness the 
power of the 450s to suit their 
athletes).

Watson could not stop smiling 
after his 4-4 meant he missed 
the box on his Yamaha debut 
by just one point. Not only 
was it a personal best for the 
twenty year old after he scored 
a PB third on Saturday but 
it surprised the Kemea crew. 
Team Manager Marnicq Ber-
voets said before the weekend 
that the team would be “very 

happy” with the occasional 
top five finish this season and 
Watson planted his flag on 
his first run with the YZ250F. 
There was extra poignancy 
to the feat. Neuquen hosted 
the fourth round of the 2016 
series and after a heavy land-
ing Watson smashed his left 
foot to pieces. He needed ten 
screws and a plate to hold 
the ‘bridge’ necessary to fix it 
together and missed the rest of 
the year. 2018 is effectively just 
his ‘second’ term in the class. 
One to watch.

Jeremy Seewer sampled both 
the sweet and the sour of the 
MXGP class. The Swiss raised 
eyebrows with immediate top 
ten speed and slots in Quali-
fication and in the first moto 
where his maiden race on the 
Wilvo Yamaha YZ450F resulted 
in seventh position. The 2017 
MX2 championship runner-
up sighted a similar finish in 
the second sprint but a major 
highside out of the fast second 
turn dumped the 23 year old 
to the ground. He completed 
the race but tested the strength 
and performance of the new 
Shoei. Less dramatic but 
equally impressive was Mon-
ster Energy Kawasaki’s Julien 
Lieber. The Belgian made his 
first race starts since the end 
of the 2017 MX2 campaign and 
after a month with the KX450F 
and eighth overall was a very 
respectable debut. #33 under-
standably wilted in the second 
moto but his pace was another 
surprising part of a day of 
frantic racing scenes. Lieber’s 
eighth place in race one placed 
him ahead of at least eight 
other Grand Prix winners.



Jeremy Van Horebeek was quick 
and reliable all weekend; typical of 
the Belgian’s consistency. #89 will 
be a constant front-runner in 2018. 
His battles with teammate Romain 
Febvre and Clement Desalle provided 
a watchable sub-plot in Neuquen
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Just one of two falls over the week-
end for Jorge Prado (although he 
was blameless for this one with 
Calvin Vlaanderen) showed some 
pre-season rustiness. He shadowed 
Jonass well until his first big spill on 
Saturday. MXGP rookie Graeme Irwin 
(below) had a taste of the big league 
in Argentina. He was eighteenth over-
all with points in both motos
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Neuquen was perhaps an underwhelm-
ing Grand Prix for the Rockstar Energy 
IceOne Husqvarna crew. Max Anstie 
suffered from his mistakes and could 
not show the same form and confi-
dence compared to his last outing at 
the 2017 Motocross of Nations. Gautier 
Paulin was sixth overall but came to 
South America under the weather



Rumours before the crates had even arrived 
in Neuquen had the Grand Prix moving to 
another part of Argentina for 2019, possibly 
Cordoba – site of the Dakar Rally finale – or 
closer to Buenos Aires. In the official intro-
ductory press conference on Friday afternoon 
Youthstream VP David Luongo was non-com-
mittal on the future of Neuquen but openly 
stated there was no willingness to lose the 
circuit from the MXGP slate. “We cannot say 
anything now but we are very happy to come 
here and it is a great place with a lot of spec-
tators,” he commented. “For sure Argentina 
will continue to be a target and place for us. 
It always depends on the spectators so it is 
too early to say but we are very good here.”

Local organiser David Eli then felt pressed 
to follow-up. “I was asked the question [on 
the status of the Grand Prix] last year after 
some talk and here we are again in 2018. So 
my response is the same as it was then: we’ll 
finish the event, get together with the author-
ities, and make an evaluation. The growth of 
the numbers and audience connected with 
MXGP helps a lot for the next event with the 
regional and national bodies and I hope we’ll 
be able to sign before July that the race will 
be here again.”

The FIM were also full of praise for the level 
of co-ordination and presentation of the 
fixture; naturally a key element in why it was 
slated to open the 2018 campaign (com-
bined with the seasonal weather). “David is 
most unassuming organiser in the world,” 
said CMS President Tony Skillington. “The 
man goes about his business very quietly 
and very efficiently and he provides an ex-
cellent product. From the first moment in 
2015 it was outstanding and continues to be 
outstanding. I wish we had an event like this 
each weekend.” 

The event is the longest haul for the ma-
jority of the teams and can cost in the re-
gion of 30,000 euros even with the freight 
assistance from Youthstream and Sel. It 
was a stretch to hike MXGP, a Euro-centric 
competition, all the way to South America 
for the first sortie but the location and the 
atmosphere was well worth the journey. 
Riders treated the Free Practice sessions as 
a play ride, much to the delight of a gener-
ous crowd that sampled the opening day 
of the weekend. The enthusiasm the locals 
(Villa la Angostura is close to the Chilean 
border) show the sport is a close runner to 
the Brazilians for fervour. Add the spectacu-
lar character of the layout, the weather and 
the heightened sense of expectation then 
Argentina-Patagonia is already a candidate 
for finest date on the 2018 slate.
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Max Nagl gave the TM factory the 
first spin with the new MX 450 FI in 
Argentina and posted a top ten finish 
with eighth place in the second moto. 
After stints with KTM, HRC and Husq-
varna this was a new kind of ‘works’ 
development test for the experienced 
German. The small Italian brand has 
unfairly been labelled as a ‘last resort’ 
for riders in the premier class but the 
MX 450 is renowned for a powerful 
motor and with capabilities for re-
sults; Nagl’s soft touch for set-up and 
work ethic could be the large part of 
the jigsaw the crew require for their 
MXGP ambitions. For #12 the pros-
pect of a saddle slightly removed from 
the spotlight and pressure of a major 
brand could provide the breathing 
room to again establish his name as 
a Grand Prix threat. We asked the 30 
year old about the transition…

max, how have you acclimatised to 
the Tm and a different kind of dirt-
bike?
It is different to a Japanese bike or a 
KTM or Husky but I like it. The en-
gine is strong and we found a good 
solution with the suspension and the 
chassis is good. We have adjusted it a 
bit but we’re still not quite ready and 
need another couple of weeks and 
tests because this is the prototype 
bike and everything is new. It takes 
time but the base it good and I enjoy 
it.

Have you had to think about a dif-
ferent orientation on the season? 
Perhaps not think so soon about wins 
and podiums?
Yes, at the moment I am not able to 
follow the good guys and I was not 
riding so much this winter and the 
preparation was tough this time. We 
still tried our best and now we need to 
build-up race-by-race. We will con-
tinue to test and find parts.

How is the set-up of the mx 450FI? 
How do you want it?
The horsepower is similar to the other 
bikes but there is a lot of torque and 
that’s what I really like on the 450. I 
like the aluminium frame and did so 
already when I was with Honda be-
cause it is more stable and stiff than 
the steel frame. It is a bit different to 
ride and I had to change my style a 
bit but I like it.

You’ve ridden for some big factory 
teams, how is Tm in comparison?
There are far fewer people compared 
to HRC or KTM but it’s good because 
‘less people, less problems’ I always 
say. If I request something then it can 
almost be changed overnight. They 
are really fast. TM is like a real factory 
bike because everything is built there 
in Pesaro and they don’t buy anything. 
They can just change or make any-
thing.

Are you are now on a new barometer 
for success? What will constitute a 
great result?
It is not realistic to think of winning 
now at the moment but I hope during 
the year it will be possible to give a 
win. 

Nagl in 
new blue
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Kemea Yamaha came to Argentina 
with a brand new line-up. Jago 
Geerts represented full rookie 
promise, Ben Watson the poten-
tial star in the making and Seva 
Brylyakov primed to fight for over-
due MX2 wins in his final year in 
the category before the Russian 
ages-out. For Brylyakov in particu-
lar Argentina was a memorable 
weekend. His finish of sixth overall 
was not too shabby but it repre-
sented the end of a left shoulder 
injury nightmare that wrecked 
most of 2017. The 23 year old had 
endured months of analysis and 
medical opinions to fathom the 
reason for his weakness and lack of 
mobility in the joint and final cor-
rective surgery solved the issue but 
necessitated a long spell away from 
the sport and even cast his career 
into doubt. 

Yamaha believed in #18 enough to 
provide a YZ250F for 2018. It was 
an opportunity and a last roll of 
the dice in MX2. ‘Seva’ was actu-
ally emotional to again be part of 
the Grand Prix pack at Neuquen. 
“I’ve got goosebumps coming back 
in the paddock and getting into 
the gate,” he said on Friday. “It has 
been a hell of a trip. It was really 
tough. I don’t have any expecta-
tions because I had to come back a 
long way with the bike fitness and 
strength in my shoulder. I put in 
the work step-by-step and I have 
a different attitude this year; I’m a 
bit wiser due to the injury. We’ll see 
how it turns out.”

What’s the actual story with the 
shoulder now?
I’ve actually lost some shoulder 
muscles; they never came back. 
But through all the work I did after 
the surgery I had in September 
and October and spending hours in 
treatment and the gym I made the 
other muscles that much stronger. 
It doesn’t bother me any more with 
the riding. I’m not thinking about 
this…but I have it in mind: it’s get-
ting better.

So fans might not see the same 
livewire Seva Brylyakov then?
No, I’m becoming calmer and wiser 
and realising where I was just 
four months ago. That experience 
makes me think ‘if I can come back 
from that, then I can do anything’. 
It is not easy…but it is possible. 
I have really great people behind 
me and changing to ‘blue’ is a new 
bike and a great team. We’re doing 
a good job and we’ll keep improv-
ing because the team are getting 
more and more trust in me. There 
are thirty-eight motos this year and 
I’m working towards all of them. 
Sometimes in the past I would 
feel I was the fastest, especially in 
Timed Practice, but I couldn’t put 
a complete GP together. This year 
will be different. We have worked a 
lot on the starts and on having me 
calm and wise on track.

Strong shoulders: 
Brylyakov is back
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Left up the creek without a paddle in 
sight after the sad demise of the Suzuki 
factory team, Arminas Jasikonis made 
the best of his Honda berth and a return 
to MXGP action since fracturing his femur 
in the USA last summer. The tall young-
ster (still just 21) posted 13 points.
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100%
Last week 100% unveiled their 2018 Spring 
collection of performance and leisure eye-
wear. The current line-up of Speedtrap, 
Speedcraft, Speedcoupe, Campo and Centric 
glasses are now available in new colours but 
three new models have been introduced to 
span the range and ensure the brand have 
glasses whether for beach use or high-inten-
sity training or cycling. The fresh products 
are: Blake, Daze and Hudson which 100% 
claim ‘utilize lightweight polycarbonate 

frames with thermoplastic elastomers for op-
timal comfort and grip all day. The new mod-
els also feature the high definition HiPER 
lens as well as optimal polarization in the 
PeakPolar models.’ To enhance their cycling 
credentials the San Diego company have 
a close associated with three-times World 
Champion Peter Sagan, who has apparently 
been involved in the development process, 
ensuring the performance models fit the bill. 
Click on any link on these pages to see more.

products

www.ride100percent.com
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2018 MXGP started with 
echoes of opinion 
drifting across the 

Atlantic and the hard-hit Supercross series. 
The subject of whether 450cc four-strokes 
are to blame for the high attrition rate and 
injuries in the premier class of the AMA 
contest has floated to the surface once more. 
It is a recurring debate, one almost ten years 
old and when the performance of the mo-
torcycles started to accelerate further in the 
middle of the last decade. 

Grand Prix has not escaped an occasional 
packed casualty list; the MXGP title is actu-
ally proving to be something of a curse. In 
2015 Tony Cairoli - the defending champion 
- broke his left arm, in 2016 Romain Febvre 
suffered a concussion, in 2017 Tim Gajser 
battered himself on several occasions. (Cai-
roli had better exercise a degree of caution 
this summer). 

The bikes? The tracks? Or – whisper it – 
maybe just the riders themselves and the 
mix of insatiable ambition (that also leads to 
other harmful elements like obsessive train-
ing and dieting) and knowledge that under-
performance can sink a career in a narrow-
ing elite of factory teams and saddles? We 
canvassed some opinions in the ordered 
paddock set-up in Argentina and, unsurpris-
ingly, the explanations for the pain-and-no-
gain varied.

A sensible place to start would be a racer 
who is green (or blue?) to the demands of 
thrashing a 450 at the ragged edge. Wilvo 
Yamaha’s Jeremy Seewer moved from a 
brilliantly staggered path of progress in four 
years of the MX2 class (missing out on the 
title at his last attempt in 2017) to the pros-
pect of a YZ450F for 2018. The Swiss’ small 
(ideal for a 250) stature had already invited 
doubts as to his capabilities for the bigger 
bike. 



In Argentina he both dispelled and kept that 
judgment in a grey zone with his top ten 
finish and then major crash in the second 
moto. Although relatively inexperienced at 
Grand Prix with the 450, Seewer’s winter 
work only months after striving towards MX2 
glory meant he had a fresh perspective. “I 
think it’s true that over the years it has be-
come easier and easier to ride the 450,” he 
opines. “I remember growing up as a 250 
rider and people, my friends, were saying 
‘450s! I don’t have any fun on that bike, it’s 
too fast, I cannot handle it or corner well.’ 
Since then I think they [the manufacturers] 
have made such a big step with the chassis 
and the handling. I expected it to be a heavy 
machine and hard to steer but on my first 
time I was smiling because it is such a nice 
bike to ride.”

With the second generation of their YZs 
Yamaha used the same frame and chassis 
for both YZ250 and YZ450Fs, something that 

is now common practice. It seems the crux 
of the problem lies in the powerplant. While 
MX2 teams sweat to increase horsepower 
(and toy with reliability) and shed grams, 
MXGP engineers, mechanics and riders con-
tinually morph 450cc grunt with the aid of 
electronics to somehow squash and contain 
the best of the technology. 

“We could have much more powerful bikes 
and the engines could produce a lot more 
horsepower but we are looking at rideabil-
ity,” says Red Bull KTM MX2 Team Manager 
Dirk Gruebel (overseer of MXGP riders Jef-
frey Herlings and Glenn Coldenhoff also) of 
the 450cc plight. “I think extra power would 
be too much to handle. If something goes 
wrong on a 250 then you might have a better 
chance of saving it. If you whiskey-throttle a 
450 one time then it’s gone.”

“We’ve had this level of power for a long time 
and the work is more about trying to get that 
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bike good for your rider,” comments HRC 
General Manager Marcus Pereira de Freitas. 
“I don’t think we have too much power with 
the 450s…some riders complain that they 
still need more! If you are talking to a rider 
that is on the bike just twice a week then 
perhaps it is a lot…there are some that still 
want more. The durability of the bike is one 
of the most important things for us as well 
as a safe bike for the riders. We don’t want 
any issues on the track.”  

Actually pushing the limit with a 450 doesn’t 
seem to involve taming the fire-breather that 
many assume. The difficulty for MXGP ath-
letes is harnessing all that power to create 
a bullet from the start gate but then having 
a motorcycle that is both quick enough to 
tackle the competition while permitting the 
rider to find his own boundaries of perfor-
mance and speed. This is the predicament 
that Febvre fell into during 2017 where the 
search for a rapier factory YZ450FM dur-
ing the winter produced a 450 that was too 
much for the Frenchman (who likes a rela-
tively docile dirtbike) to drill all the way to 
the chequered flag across diverse terrain. 

“Electronics nowadays help a lot,” says See-
wer. “There are guys out there using traction 
control and they can open the throttle hard 
and the system takes the power away while 
still accelerating. It’s a safety system but if it 
doesn’t work then you are ‘off’ the bike.”

“We are all going for the best lap-time and 
that doesn’t mean max power, it means get-
ting the bike easy to ride and comfortable 
for you,” says MXGP rookie and 2017 Brit-
ish Champion Graeme Irwin, a newcomer to 
the technical demands of Grand Prix tracks 
and almost touched his goal of a top fifteen 
placing in Argentina on his debut with the 
Hitachi ASA KTM UK team. “If the bikes were 
animals and impossible to ride then that is 
obviously a problem but nowadays we have 
so much technology that we can change the 
bike how we want it. We make it to suit us. I 

don’t think there is any problem with 450s; 
bring them up to 500s!”

“A 450 is a completely different animal but if 
you keep it in control then it is safe and nor-
mal,” Seewer assures, but then – propheti-
cally as it would turn out – added: “It’s fun 
also, it’s not like I am thinking every lap ‘that 
thing is too fast it’s gonna highside me out of 
the track’.” 

“Racing and riding are different stories 
though,” he continues. “I came to this team, 
started to ride and after a few days I asked 
for more power! 450s these days are really 
strong but if you are smooth with that throt-
tle then it can help you.”

If a 450 can be manageable then what is 
the decisive factor? (if there is one) Maybe 
it really comes down to the level of anxiety 
with the right hand. “The field is so competi-
tive and we have a lot of strong guys,” says 
Red Bull KTM’s Glenn Coldenhoff. “In the 
back of your mind you know that if you don’t 
perform then you will lose your spot in a 
good team. I think everybody is taking more 
risks. I don’t know how it is in the US but the 
level is so high here. It’s difficult man, even 
in practice you need to go above your limits 
and in the race you need to do that for long-
er and it’s where the injuries come from.”

That’s not to say that motocross profession-
als are excessive with throwing their safety 
to the wind. It could be that the most reason-
able and perhaps mundane explanation for 
the rate of injury is just due to the perilous 
nature of the sport itself. The energy, aggres-
sion and passive violence needed to race at 
high speed can be shocking for those watch-
ing the action close-up for the first time. 
“The bikes are quick but it is a tough sport 
and I don’t think people realise exactly how 
much,” says Bike it DRT Kawasaki’s Tommy 
Searle, a prolific MX2 Grand Prix star who 
has yet to seize a podium finish in the MXGP 
category after a catalogue of poor luck with 



injury since 2013. “Mistakes happen and you 
pay for them. When I’m riding I don’t feel the 
bike’s speed is too much…but then we are 
pushing to the next level so you know that 
you need it fast. You know when you are on 
a slow bike, and with the competition we are 
up against you cannot have something that 
is ‘nice’ to ride any more. You need one that 
is powerful and strong because the competi-
tion is always raising the bar.”

Searle actually turns the topic back around 
to the technology. “It is not the speed but 
how good the bikes are that us, as riders, 
can take so much from them. You are seat-
bouncing quads in supercross and hitting the 
whoops absolutely flat-out. The same with us 
here in MXGP: you expect so much from the 
bikes these days that you see a section and 
you know it is rough but you don’t slow down 
anymore. You just think ‘the suspension is 
good…I’ll go flat-out’. There are ruts and 
kickers on jumps but we know we cannot af-
ford to roll a jump so if we get a corner a bit 

wrong then you still go for the jump. If you 
don’t commit then you’ll get passed. At this 
level you cannot afford not to do anything! 
We expect that much from the bikes and 
suspension so that when it kicks you then 
you’re left thinking ‘why did it do that?!’ Fif-
teen years ago if there was a bump or rut on 
a jump then you’d have a bit more respect.”

An old suggestion to try and preserve the 
health and entry lists of MXGP was to con-
sider 250s for the blue ribbon division. 
However marginalising the bigger bikes 
would send a tsunami through the industry, 
and one can only imagine the reaction inside 
the MSMA; the manufacturers representative 
group. When re-surfacing the idea in Argen-
tina as a ‘hypothetical’ some riders voiced 
their thoughts that the MX2/250 class 
seems to produce less injuries (although Star 
Racing Yamaha’s Dylan Ferrandis may disa-
gree after his Atlanta accident last weekend) 
while others believe there is little difference 
between the categories. 
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The physicality argument – one that people 
frequently cite as disadvantage of the MX2 
23 year ago rule forcing smaller, slighter rid-
ers out of their class and away from a natural 
fit on the quarter-litre machine – also crops 
up. “Tall or heavier riders would definitely be 
at a disadvantage because the torque is less 
and the power also,” says Gruebel. “You can-
not compensate for weight. These guys are 
operating on a limit already and you cannot 
tell them to lose another ten kilos.”

“I like the 450 at the moment and it would 
be difficult to step down,” says Coldenhoff, 
a rider who has won in both divisions. “We 
have a really good handling KTM right now. 
There is no need to go to a 250.”

Injury prevention or reduction is a murky 
subject without a quick fix as promoters 
would be reluctant to force the hands of 
the manufacturers, and the governing bod-
ies like the FIM and AMA are caught in the 
compromise between optimising safety but 
also safeguarding the future of the sport and 
trying to spread the word of its excitement 
on both sides of the track markers.

Injury is disappointing for fans, disruptive 
for companies with investment into the sport 
and bloody painful and traumatic for the 
athletes themselves. The shock of a big or 
unexpected accident never subsides. It is a 
horrible element of motocross that is ac-
cepted and frequently dealt with but rarely 
addressed beyond the complaints of riders 
about tracks and some industry innova-
tions like neck braces, airbags and helmet 
technology. For now the best solution has 
been to focus on the ‘stage’ itself but one 
person’s safe circuit is another’s boring and 
unchallenging layout. Credit to Feld and 
Youthstream for making increased efforts to 
maximise track security but it is a notori-
ously tricky blend to get right and to suit the 
majority. 

Injury in motocross has seemingly soared 
through the decades but so has awareness. 
It is now possible to re-watch and dissect ac-
cidents and the 24-7 aspect of social media 
means that athletes like Ken Roczen can 
update his fans and an audience fixed on 
the next ‘online shocker’ to the full gore and 
discomfort of a sport-related ailment.

450s? Like the consideration of braking 
bumps or ruts to a high-speed corner, it can 
be damn difficult to pick the right line.







Blog by Steve matthes, 
Photos by James Lissimorehey!

hombre!

atLanta supercross
Mercedes-Benz stadiuM · March 3 · rnd 9 of 17
450sX winner: Jason anderson, husqvarna
250sX winner: austin forkner, Kawasaki

aMa-sX



atLanta supercross





Sx ATL



















For the first time since 1985, 
the main event scoring was 
radically altered from either 20 
laps or 20 minutes. Three main 
events, with different timed 
lengths and Olympic style scor-
ing were brought in. Anaheim 
2 saw the debut of this system 
and it was back to it for ATL.

We had five different winners 
in the six mains back in Ana-
heim and this week it was six 
different winners. In short, the 
format’s allowed parity to creep 
into supercross and that’s a 
good thing. Heaven knows, the 
series needs it this year. 

RM ATV KTM’s Blake Baggett 
crashed out in the last main 
event and appears to have 
sustained a serious wrist injury. 
Cycle Trader Yamaha’s Alex 
Ray, who has turned him-
self into a ‘main event guy’, 
crashed hard while practicing 
and he’s out for the rest of 
supercross.

Of course Monster Kawasaki’s 
Eli Tomac, Rockstar Husq-
varna’s Dean Wilson and Red 
Bull KTM’s Marvin Musquin 
both missed a race with inju-
ries earlier this year. Honda’s 
Kenny Roczen: yeah he’s out 
again with another hand injury. 
Tomac’s teammate Josh Grant 
is out, Baggett’s teammate 
Benny Bloss has missed some 
time, JGR Suzuki’s Justin Bogle 
is out and so on and so on. 

In short, it’s been a tough grind 
for just about any racer not 
named Jason Anderson and 
speaking of him, he captured 
the Atlanta SX overall with 2-1-4 
rides and extend his series lead 
to 42 points with eight races 
to go. Musquin won the final 
main event and took second 
with Tomac third. Tomac had 
won two Mains in a row but this 
week his starts - that have been 
so good in 2018 - abandoned 
him and he was forced to ride 
up through the pack. 

Even doing a rhythm combo 
that no one seemed to manage 
wasn’t enough for Tomac to 
make it three straight. 

In talking about the parity 
of the races that have these 
formats, it was thought that a 
rider like MCR Honda’s Justin 
Brayton might be able to grab 
a win and he came close at 
Anaheim. In Atlanta, he did just 
that. Brayton’s other two scores 
weren’t enough to get on the 
podium overall but his win was 
huge both for Justin and a pri-
vateer team like MCR. 

In the 250SX east series, it was 
Pro Circuit Kawasaki’s Austin 
Forkner capturing his second 
win in a row with a 4-2-3. He 
didn’t even win a moto but took 
the overall! The three moto 
victors: first Zach Osborne of 
the Rockstar Husky team, Pro 
Circuit’s Martin Davalos and 
GEICO Honda’s Jeremy Martin 
all had some rough other races 

Round nine of seventeen of the Monster Energy Supercross series took 
place this past weekend in Atlanta and more importantly, it was also 
the second round of the Triple Crown series.

liking the three...
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By Steve matthes

although Osborne ended up 
second overall. Unfortunately for 
the 250SX class, they weren’t 
left out of the ambulance parade 
as Star Yamaha’s Dylan Ferran-
dis crashed hard in main num-
ber 1 and broke his jaw and arm 
among other things. 

Osborne leads Forkner by two 
points and with Ferrandis out, 
Davalos banged-up beyond be-
lief and Martin unable to keep it 
on two wheels, this title should 
come down to the top two in 
points. 

The reviews for the Triple Crown 
are mixed. Change is scary for 
many but with some tweaks here 
and there, the format could be 
something we see at all rounds 
in 2018. The first main was 
increased two minutes from the 
first round so the powers that be 
are listening it seems and trying 
to figure out how to make it bet-
ter. The downtime between races 
seemed better managed also. 
MCR Honda’s team manager, 
Tony Alessi, seemed very satis-
fied afterwards in talking about 
Brayton’s win.

“This was another box in our 
category that we’ve been trying 
to click off. The first one was 
obviously to put our team on the 
podium, which we did. We want-
ed to get two guys in the open-
ing ceremonies. We got that. 
Obviously the next big move is 
to win. We’ve won a heat race. 
Checked that box off. The next 
obvious one was to podium or a 
win a race. We actually got the 
podium at Anaheim 2, and then 
won the race tonight,” Alessi 
said “So basically all the boxes 
that we had for this season, 
we’ve checked them all off.”

The team’s owner, Mike Genova, 
is probably encouraged by this 
win. For too long in supercross, 
we’ve had a sparse amount of 
winners and this eventually 
hurts growth in my opinion. No, 
Brayton’s triumph won’t count 
in the record books as a main 
event ‘win’ (only one is handed 
out) but it’s still something. And 
I know we’re in the “everyone 
gets a trophy” generation these 
days but this isn’t the same 
thing as that. 

Brayton’s win was earned the 
hard way, with Anderson and 
Tomac breathing down his neck. 
We need more people to want to 
spend money going pro racing 
and excitement, parity and hype 
of the Triple Crown races is one 
way to do it. 
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With MXGP underway many eyes diverted to the 
world champion and #222’s gear set in Argentina 
that featured the latest ideas from Answer, both 
for Tony Cairoli as well as Jorge Prado. For the 
second year in a row the American firm have cov-
ered the back of MXGP’s premier athlete and Cai-
roli was using the new Elite threads in Patagonia; 
the day-glow gloves a standout. The Elite, which 
is the mid-price range attire, features stretch fab-
rics, full leather knee panels and a ratchet buckle. 
The shirt boasts moisture wicking material, a 
composite collar and extra long tail. Don’t forget 
that Answer also manufactures the decent AR5 
gloves and AR5 MIPS helmet to complete the full 
head-to-toe look. As we’ve said before: if it’s good 
enough for #222 then it’ll work for anyone.
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