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Dear MXGP Friends,

Sadly last month we have 
received 2 terrible news in 
our world; Eric Geboers, 
our great champion and a 
friend of everyone passed 
away, and just yesterday 
we lost René Girard, the 
former organizer of Inter-
national Motocross events 
in Beaucaire, loyal Moto-
cross enthusiast and good 
friend.

Unfortunately, when similar 
news arrives there are no 
words to express our sor-
row. 

Eric and I were friends 
since the first race I or-
ganized in Ponte a Egola in 
1983 and from that time we 
did a lot of things together: 
as a rider he raced every 
race I organized and then 
when he retired we orga-
nized several races togeth-
er from the Supercup in 
Belgium in the early ‘90s to 

the Belgian Grand Prix and 
the Motocross of the Na-
tions of today. Eric had 100 
ideas a day and his life was 
like his racing: full of vitality 
and always ready to push 
forward. Eric had his own 
personal way of calculating 
risk, here are a couple of 
anecdotes about his consid-
eration of speed: he would 
often say ‘the faster you 
go, the less risk you have to 
have an accident’, and he 
would give this example: ‘if 
you cross an intersection at 
160km per hour your per-
centage to have an accident 
decreased by 50% than if 
you crossed at 80km per 
hour, because your time 
spent crossing the inter-
section is reduced by 50%, 
therefore you spend 50% 
less time in a dangerous 
situation!’ His explanation 
could seem to add-up in an 
odd way, but in reality, if 
you have been in the car 
with him driving when he 
crossed an intersection at 

160km/h I’m sure you would 
have almost had a heart at-
tack. And, once he brought 
me to visit the circuit of Ol-
men with a helicopter (with 
himself as pilot), little did I 
realize we were going to do 
a full lap of the track with 
the helicopter – he took us 
over to the starting-straight 
with the helicopter hovering 
about 1m above the soil, then 
he went wide-open down the 
start-straight and he did the 
complete lap of the MX track 
flat-out at 1m - 2m above 
the track, when we got to a 
jump he pulled the lever back 
and made a big jump then 
continued with the sharp 
corners and waves – believe 
me after that I never got 
in an helicopter with Eric. 
These are just a couple of 
anecdotes which show ex-
actly how Eric was; he was 
always wide-open and full 
of energy, he was somebody 
very generous, very pleas-
ant, he was someone you 
couldn’t help but be attached 
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to, he was a real person-
age on his bike and in his 
every-day life. Eric is a 
big loss for the Motocross 
world but we will always 
remember him fondly and 
he will always be present 
in our hearts and in the 
hearts of all MX fans.

The news of René came 
as a shock last night as he 
had been fighting to recov-
er a long illness and had 
been hoping to join us at 
the MXGP of France after 
2 years of absence at rac-
es due to his illness. René 
and I worked together on 
his International races in 
Beaucaire, he was the man 
who created this event and 
in the 1980’s it was un-
doubtedly one of the most 

prestigious Motocross rac-
es in the world attracting 
the most famous riders of 
the moment and a lot of 
fans. René was the ma-
chine behind this race who 
always had the support of 
Claudette, his wife, who en-
couraged and assisted René 
throughout their life to-
gether. I am very attached 
to René and Claudette and 
even after stopping the rac-
es we remained very good 
friends, every year they 
would come to visit us at 
several MXGP events. Beau-
caire is an extra special 
event for me because it was 
the first MX race to which 
my son, David, came when 
he was less than one year 
old. Sadly after René’s long 
and hard fight he passed 

away yesterday, may he rest 
in peace.

The past month has given us 
some spectacular racing and 
while all eyes are on Her-
lings and Cairoli, in Russia 
Desalle took the well-de-
served victory; up until now 
the duo Desalle/Kawasaki is 
the only who has broken the 
hegemony of Herlings - Cai-
roli / KTM. Now we are en-
tering into an intense first 
half of June with 3 fantastic 
back-to-back events, all on 
very magnificent but unique 
tracks – England, France 
and Italy - 3 masterpieces 
on our 2018 MXGP calen-
dar, these races will give us 
3 weeks of pure adrenaline 
and surely some other inter-
esting surprises.
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We are now 8 rounds into the 
2018 MXGP season with 32 Fox 
Holeshots recorded thus far and 
the Red Bull KTM Factory Rac-
ing machines have dominated the 
starts giving them an important 
edge in the highly competitive FIM 
Motocross World Championship.

Since the last edition of the Fox 
Holeshot report we have travelled 
from the coasts of the Black Sea 
for the MXGP of Russia in Orlyo-
nok to the hills of Teutschenthal in 
Germany and Kegums in Latvia in 
between.

MX2
MXGP of Russia
Coming into the MXGP of Russia 
Red Bull KTM Factory Racing’s 
Jorge Prado held the most Fox 
Holeshots in MX2 with five of the 
first ten. The fast starting Span-
iard continued his prowess on 
the starting gate in Race 1 of the 
Russian GP. 

As the metal gate dropped to 
the grid he jumped out front and 
exited the uphill left hand first 
turn a full bike length ahead of the 

field. Prado’s lead was short lived 
however when his Red Bull KTM 
Factory Racing teammate Jonass 
passed him for the race win.

When the second gate dropped on 
race day Jonass and Prado where 
the fastest off the grid but Jonass 
took the Fox Holeshot by nearly 2 
bike lengths ahead of Prado. The 
head start of Jonass helped the 
Latvian to hold of Prado and win 
his second race of the day and 
2nd Russian GP in 2 years.

MXGP of Latvia
With the Prado running away 
with the majority of the Holeshots 
and Jonass taking the points lead 
heading to Latvia several riders 
wanted to make their dent in the 
fight for the title. Striking his first 
major blow of the season in Latvia 
was Rockstar Energy Husqvarna 
Factory Racing’s Thomas Kjer Olsen 
when he took the race 1 holeshot. 
Olsen won the Latvian GP in 2017 
and with the strong start in race 
1 he was able to leave his compet-
itors behind the rear wheel of his 
Husqvarna until the checkered flag.
Race 2’s Holeshot belonged to 

Jorge Prado marking his 7th of the 
year only hours after a bad start 
proved costly in race 1. Prado’s 
holeshot allowed him to lead every 
lap of the race on the way to the 
finish but Olsen’s ability to do the 
same in race 1 and then finish sec-
ond in race 2 gave him the overall 
win, his first of 2018.

MXGP of Germany
From Latvia’s sandy 180-degree 
first turn to the right we switched 
to the fast and long 90-degree left 
turn start of Teutschenthal. Even 
with the new style of start Jorge 
Prado continued his top starting 
form with the Holeshot in both race 
1 and 2.

Both times Prado had to fend off 
Jonass even banging bars down 
the start straight but with Prado 
on the inside of the first turn it was 
decided. Now 8 rounds into the 
series Prado leads the black plate 
standings with 9 impressive Fox 
Holeshots.

HOLESHOT
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MXGP
MXGP of Russia
Just like in the MX2 class the 
MXGP Holeshot standings were 
dominated by the Red Bull KTM’s, 
more specifically Antonio Cairoli 
and Jeffrey Herlings. Coming into 
the MXGP of Russia Cairoli led the 
way with 6 Holeshots but the most 
recent went to Wilvo Yamaha Offi-
cial MXGP’s Shaun Simpson.

When the gate fell for the first 
time in Russia this year it was 
again Antonio Cairoli who barely 
crossed the chalk line ahead of 
Monster Energy Kawasaki Racing 
Team’s Clement Desalle and his 
KTM teammate Herlings. However, 
race 2’s black plate would go to 
the “Bullet” Jeffrey Herlings for 
his 3rd Holeshot of the season 
with Desalle again just behind.

MXGP of Latvia
When MXGP’s stars got to racing 
on the Kegums circuit in Latvia 
the conditions where tricky with 
a 180-degree turn to the right 
and grabby sand on the entrance 

to the corner. Using his wealth 
of experience to grab the race 
1 holeshot was Antonio Cairoli 
just millimeters ahead of Monster 
Energy Yamaha Factory MXGP’s 
Romain Febvre.

The close battle for the holeshot 
from race 1 continued into race 
2 but instead of Cairoli beating 
out Febvre, it was the other way 
around with Febvre taking his 2nd 
Fox Holeshot black plate of the 
new season.

MXGP of Germany
With the Holeshot being one of 
the most, if not the single most, 
important part of the racing all 
the riders were looking to improve 
to try and gain ground on Herlings 
and Cairoli. One of the riders who 
made it clear that he wanted to 
achieve better starts so that he 
can compete for the race wins 
was Rockstar Energy Husqvarna 
Factory Racing’s Gautier Paulin.

Paulin and his team clearly did 
their homework coming into the 

German GP as the French rider 
flew down the start straight in 
both race 1 and 2 to claim back to 
back Holeshots. The pair of Hole-
shots were the first of the season 
for Paulin. Taking full advantage 
of his impressive starts Paulin 
reached overall podium with two 
3rd place finishes.

MXGP
Antonio Cairoli 8
Jeffrey Herlings 3
Gautier Paulin 2
Romain Febvre 2
Shaun Simpson 1

MX2
Jorge Prado 9
Pauls Jonass 3
Thomas Kjer Olsen 1
Henry Jacobi 1
Davy Pootjes 1
Hunter Lawrence 1
Henry Jacobi: 1

HOLESHOT
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After a one-week break in the 
calendar following the MXGP of 
Portugal, the sixth round of the 
FIM Motocross World Champion-
ship headed east to Russia, and 
for the second successive year 
we were back in Orlyonok.

There are several ways to get 
there; via Austria, Turkey or 
Moscow but all flights eventually 
lead to Krasnodar, which is about 
a two-hour drive to the Orlyonok 
Circuit. It could have been worse 
though! You could have driven 
from Moscow, in which case it 
would have taken some EIGH-
TEEN HOURS to complete, which 
is great if you have time to spare 
and don’t mind ‘road-tripping’ or 
a bit of sightseeing, but not good 
if you plan to race a dirt bike on 
the world stage the following 
day!
 
Overlooking the eastern shores 
of The Black Sea the Orlyonok 
Circuit is a nod towards the 
‘old-school’ with its hard-packed 
ground and spectacular hillside 
layout cutting an awesome sight 

for those who made the trip.

Even though it’s not officially 
classified as a ‘fly-away’ GP like 
Patagonia for instance, the way 
in which the team’s travel repli-
cates just that, so for this round 
there were no big fancy race 
trucks and hospitality rigs for the 
teams to work out of. Instead, 
the bikes were freighted in and 
the riders operated out of a cen-
tral paddock in the minimalist of 
ways; kind of fitting in some re-
spects given where we were and 
the nature of the circuit being 
more traditional.

In a break from tradition and for 
the first time in MXGP history, 
the organisers opted to run the 
event over the Bank Holiday May 
Day weekend; nothing historic 
about that we hear you say, and 
you’re right! However, with the 
holiday falling after the weekend, 
the whole entire programme was 
switched from the traditional 
format of Saturday and Sunday 
to that of Monday, Tuesday! And 
yes, it was just as confusing for 

us as much as it was for you as 
well. Usually we would fly in on 
a Thursday and leave on Mon-
day, but for Round Six our usual 
Thursday became Saturday and 
our Monday was a Wednesday. 
But, we managed; we got there 
in the end, and the results spoke 
for themselves. Helped by the 
weather, a great crowd and a 
closely fought championship in 
both MX2 and MXGP, the week-
end was a resounding success.

Kicking it all off on Sunday was 
the Media Opportunity which 
once again took place ‘over the 
road’ at the Russian Children’s 
Center Orlyonok where rider’s 
and team’s were greeted with 
nothing but enthusiasm. You too 
would be enthusiastic if your 
Summer Camp was located on 
the shores of The Black Sea, 
with its white sandy beaches and 
endless activities. After opening 
the event with some traditional 
dancing, the students of the Rus-
sian Children’s Center set about 
handing their MXGP friends with 
sea-shells from The Black Sea 
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You can never have too much 
flame-grilled meat though, right? 
Unless you’re a veggie or a vegan, 
in which case we apologise for 
our over indulgence! And don’t 
even get us started on the cheap 
beer and vodka! It was a worth-
while trip for that alone!

The racing itself was spectacu-
lar and the surprise of the year, 
especially after the dominance 
of Red Bull KTM in the opening 
five rounds, was Monster Energy 
Kawasaki’s victory in the pre-
mier class, with Clément Desalle 
repeating his victory in Russia, 
ten months after his last win 
around the same circuit, whilst 
the MX2 class saw a first career 
visit to the podium for Kemea 
Yamaha Official’s Ben Watson with 
third overall. Over in the EMX300 
Class, defending champion Brad 
Anderson took his first race and 
overall wins of the year aboard 
his Verde Substance KTM whilst 
Astes4-Tesar Yamaha’s Nicolas 
Lapucci claimed his first ever win 
in EMX competition with a 3-2 
result.

LATVIA
Just a few days later, just eight 
days in fact, we were back on 
the GP trail. This time we were 
at Kegums in Latvia, which has 
been a mainstay on the calendar 
now since 2009. The only time we 
weren’t there during that time for 
MXGP was in 2014 for the FIM 
Monster Energy Motocross of 
Nations. 

The very small town of Kegums is 
approximately 50km from Riga the 
country’s capital, but with strict 
speed limits in place, this journey 
can take around an hour to com-
plete. Some of the riders opt to 
retreat back and forth every day 
to the luxury of their hotel rooms, 
whereas some, Antonio Cairoli in-
cluded, who incidentally was com-
peting in his 222nd grand prix, 
preferred the luxurious confines 
of their motorhomes. 

Driving can be tiresome as we 
all know, and after a hard day 
at the office that one-hour drive 
back to ‘base’ is quite possibly the 
last thing anyone needs! Don’t be 

before gifting them with special 
friendship bracelets, which they 
tied around the wrists of the 
guests themselves. 

In return, the riders signed 
autographs and posed for pho-
tographs before moving on to the 
main square for all of the official 
announcements to declare the 
event ‘open’! More singing and 
dancing followed, followed by the 
release of a dozen or so white 
doves and as the sun started to 
drop on the horizon of The Black 
Sea, the media event was brought 
to a close, as our minds began to 
focus on the racing that lie ahead. 

Whilst some headed back to the 
comfort of their hotel rooms, 
others ventured out to the nearby 
restaurants where the speciali-
ty was a range of meats, cooked 
to perfection on the open grill. 
No matter where you went, the 
smell of BBQ smoke filled the air 
and once that happens there is 
no turning back, and because the 
food is not expensive it became 
‘the norm’ to eat out every night. 
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whilst not without incident was 
90% safer than the super-tight 
180˚ right-hand turn of years 
gone by, and with almost everyone 
staying on two wheels, the rac-
ing was closer, more intense and 
much more exciting to watch as a 
result. 

After poor starts in both races 
Jeffrey Herlings eventually claimed 
a double-moto victory in MXGP, 
and Rockstar Energy Husqvarna’s 
Thomas Kjer Olsen repeated his 
1-2 performance of twelve months 
earlier to take his second career 
victory in MX2 as another rid-
er made his maiden appearance 
on the box in the form of Jago 
Geerts; the Belgian who rides 
for Kemea Yamaha Official MX2 
took second overall and was even 
a challenger for the win in Race 
Two. Mathys Boisrame took the 
win in EMX250 for Honda Red-
moto Assomotor and Rene Hofer 
bounced back from his ‘poor’ 
performance of third overall in 
Trentino with his second win of 
the season; the KTM Junior Rac-
ing star is starting to take control 
of the championship as well.

However, the weekend started off 
on a sombre note with the news 
earlier in the week that five-time 
world champion, Eric Geboers, 
tragically lost his life whilst out 
enjoying some quality time on his 
boat with family and friends. The 
only rider to win titles in 125cc, 
250cc and 500cc, ‘The Kid’ also 
known as ‘Mr. 875’ was one of 
the most decorated riders in 
motocross history and he will be 
sorely missed. He was 55 years 
old. God speed Eric, and long live 
The King. There is a tribute to 
Eric on page 30 in this issue of 
MXGP Magazine.

GERMANY
The middle of May saw us re-
turn to the MXGP of Germany at 
Teutschenthal. A two hour drive 
south-west of Berlin and around 
the same distance north-west of 
Dresden the ‘Talksessel’ Circuit 
at Teutschenthal is the longest 
serving venue for MXGP in recent 
times. With the exception of Loket 
in Czech Republic, which will 
host its SEVENTEENTH straight 
FIM Motocross World Champion-
ship round in July, Teutschenthal 

put off with the one-hour thing 
though. If you do your homework 
there are a multitude of remote 
Spa Resorts located much clos-
er to the circuit, most of which 
overlook the impressive stretch 
of water that runs the whole way 
from Riga to Kegums and beyond.

If you have never been to Latvia, 
it is quite sincerely one of the nic-
est countries with one of the most 
beautiful capital cities anywhere 
in the world. A mix of old and new, 
traditional buildings and cobbled, 
narrow streets it really is a gem 
of a place. By day it is a bustling 
metropolis and by night it really 
comes to life with plenty of street 
bars, restaurants and music; like 
we said, if you’ve never been it 
is a must city to visit, and whilst 
you’re at it, why not venture south 
to see MXGP.

Just like the previous GP in 
Russia MXGP made a little bit of 
history at Kegums, by running the 
circuit in the opposite direction 
for the first time ever, and to be 
honest, it made for quite a re-
freshing change. The first turn, 
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the circuit remained the same as 
recent years and with a young 
gun and former 85cc FIM Ju-
nior World Champion in MX2 by 
the name of Henry Jacobi in the 
starting line-up, the fans flocked 
in their tens of thousands to get 
him to the podium for the second 
time this year. Despite his efforts 
in Race Two though, it wasn’t to 
be but the STC Racing Husq-
varna rider no doubt enjoyed 
his time racing up front in third 
position for more than half of the 
race.

Herlings was dominant all the 
way through the weekend in 
MXGP, and we saw a return to 
the podium in MX2 for Calvin 
Vlaanderen for Team HRC; the 
South African joined Pauls Jon-
ass (2nd) and Jorge Prado (1st) 
on the box in what was a mem-
orable podium for the De Carli 
side of the Red Bull KTM awning 
as it was the 100th GP victory 
for the Italian team owner. Con-
gratulations Claudio!

In WMX, Altherm JCR Yama-

ha’s Courtney Duncan extended 
her lead to fifteen points over 
home girl Larissa Papenmeier 
who made the podium with third 
overall at her home GP. This third 
round of WMX also marked the 
halfway point of the WMX season 
with the next stop being in Italy 
in June.

As for EMX125 presented by 
FMF Racing, there was another 
new winner in the form of Mat-
tia Guadagnini, who shared the 
points with series leader Rene 
Hofer. The Italian, who rides for 
Maddii Racing Husqvarna, put in 
the performance of his young life 
so far with a 1-2 to climb from 
twenty-sixth to thirteenth in the 
championship standings and a 
top ten position is now looking 
likely.

MXGP will abstain for one week 
before returning to Matterley 
Basin for the MXGP of Great 
Britain on June 2/3. We hope to 
see you there.  

Auf wiedersehen!

played host to MXGP for the 
TWENTY-THIRD consecutive year, 
including the MXoN that was 
held there in 2013. That alone 
deserves a massive round of 
applause and the organising club 
should all stand up, take a bow 
and remain standing until we say 
they can sit back down. It really 
is a phenomenal achievement, 
and from everyone at MXGP we 
simply say ‘Thank-you!’

The MXGP of Germany also 
reached another significant mile-
stone for Youthstream, the pro-
moter’s of MXGP, as it was the 
250th GP run by them. Doesn’t 
time fly. It makes you think of all 
the great battles that have taken 
place over the years during that 
time. At times it hasn’t been easy 
but nothing in life ever is, but 
as MXGP continues to go from 
strength-to-strength, we look 
forward to the next two hundred 
and fifty. Thanks to everyone who 
made it possible.

There were one or two notable 
circuit changes but on the whole 
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FIM Motocross World Championship

Standings
MX2 CHAMP. STANDINGS
1. P. Jonass (LAT, KTM),351 points
2.  J. Prado (ESP, KTM) , 329 p.
3.  T. Olsen (DEN, HUS), 288 p.
4.  B. Watson (GBR, YAM),246 p. 
5. J. Beaton (AUS, KAW), 203 p.
6. C. Vlaanderen(RSA, HON), 196 p. 
7. J. Geerts (BEL, YAM) , 160 p.
8 H. Jacobi, (GER, HUS)  ,157 p. 
9. D. Pootjes (NED, KTM), 140 p. 
10. M. Cervelli (ITA, HON), 139 p.

MX2 MANUFACTUERS

394 points
320 points
268 points
258 points
233 points
100 points

1. KTM 
2. Husqvarna
3. Yamaha 
4. Honda 
5. Kawasaki
6. TM 
 

MXGP CHAMP. STANDINGS
1. J.Herlings (NED, KTM), 383points
2. A.Cairoli (ITA, KTM) , 338 p.
3. C. Desalle (BEL, KAW) ,278 p 
4. G. Paulin (FRA, HUS),258 p. 
5. R. Febvre (FRA YAM) , 255 p.  
6. T. Gajser (SLO, HON) 221 p.
7. G.Coldenhoff (NED, KTM) 207 p.
8.J. VanHorebeek (BEL,YAM) ,193p  
9. J. Seewer (SUI, YAM), 176p.
10. J. Lieber (BEL, KAW), 149p.

MXGP MANUFACTUERS

397 points
289 points
278 points
266 points
236 points
143 points
116 points

1. KTM
2. Kawasaki
3. Yamaha
4. Husqvarna
5. Honda
5. TM
6. Suzuki 

Stay tuned to MXGP Social Media Platforms and be the first 
one to be notified to latest MXGP updates 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/mxgp 
2,350,495 Likes
2.5 Million Weekly Reach

Instagram: www.instagram.com/mxgp
524,854 Followers

Twitter: www.twitter.com/mxgp
61,865 Followers

MXGP-TV Youtube Channel: 
www.youtube.com/mxgptv
115,882 Subscribers
63,858,008 Views
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F
Energy Suzuki World MXGP 
Team and as a rider, promoter 
and manager, Eric proved to 
be a true expert of motocross 
by putting just as much ener-
gy into his managerial role as 
he did in his racing career. 
With five world titles and thir-
ty-nine GP wins, Eric was one 
of the greatest riders ever to 
grace our sport.

Born on the 5th of August 
in Balen, Eric was immersed 
in motocross from the first 
hours of his life. As he was 
taking his first breaths, his 
older brother Sylvain was in 
the process of winning the 
support race of the 500cc 
Belgian GP in Namur! As 
the fifth son of the Geboers 
family Eric had initially shown 
more interest in football when 
he was a kid, even though all 
of his brothers were all rac-
ing motocross. After foot-
ball he tried his hand for a 

while at gymnastics in the 
sport school of Hasselt, but 
perhaps inevitably he finally 
entered a motocross race in 
Balen when he turned six-
teen. 

It was a special event for 
him and a poignant moment 
in MX history because this 
day would be the first and 
last time that all f ive Geboers 
brothers all raced together. 
It was also the final race for 
Sylvain but for Eric, racing 
aboard a 500cc Maico that 
he’d acquired two weeks ear-
lier, his f irst race took him to 
twenty-fourth at the f lag.

Two years later, with a na-
tional licence in his hand, 
Eric entered the 125cc 
Grand Prix of Belgium. After 
his f irst test with a 500cc, 
and one season in the nation-
al senior series on 250cc and 
500cc Maico machines, Eric 

Just days before the MXGP 
of Latvia the motocross fra-
ternity all over the world was 
left shocked and saddened at 
the sudden death of one of the 
most prolific motocross rid-
ers ever, Eric Geboers. The 
Belgian was undoubtedly one 
of the toughest riders ever to 
throw a leg over a motorcycle 
and his battles with the likes 
of fellow Belgian’s André Mal-
herbe and Gerorges Jobé as 
well as Britain’s Dave Thorpe 
were legendary in the ‘golden 
era’ of the 500cc world cham-
pionship.

Eric was the first rider ever 
to claim the big three indi-
vidual world titles in 125cc, 
250cc and 500cc World Cham-
pionships and these numbers 
took him to the magic total of 
875. Until his untimely death, 
Eric remained heavily involved 
in the world of motocross as 
team manager of the Rockstar 

Farewell 
Eric Geboers, 
Mr 875!
     

Special Feature
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chose a 125cc Suzuki which 
was much more suitable for 
his size – to race the GPs 
where he impressed everyone 
as he took fourth and a fifth 
place in the heats to get 4th 
overall; one week later he did 
even better.

The 125cc French GP in Ver-
dun was a muddy one, despite 
the conditions or perhaps 
in spite of them Eric took a 
fourth place and followed 
it up with a win to take the 
overall GP victory to became 
the youngest rider to win a 
GP! After that result he be-
came a regular GP rider, and 
did the entire season with 
the financial backing from his 
family and fans; Eric ended 
the series in third position 
with three GP wins (France, 
Germany and the Czech Re-
public) and signed with Suzu-
ki for the following year.

He took that bike to the run-
ner up spot in 1981, and he 
came back stronger in 1982. 
Working for the first time as 
a full professional he was 
the winner of six GPs and 
took his f irst world title just 
a few days before his 20th 
birthday. After another 125cc 
title in 1983 Eric expected 
to continue his great rela-
tionship with Suzuki in the 
500cc class, but the company 
stopped their involvement in 
the premier class and that 
move forced him into the 
hands of Honda. 
Racing the 500cc series 
alongside André Malherbe, 
André Vromans and Dave 
Thorpe, Eric won some GP’s 
but had to wait a few more 
years before he could real-
ly f ight for the world title. 
In 1987 Honda asked him to 
race the 250cc GPs and Eric 

won that title at the first at-
tempt before mounting a suc-
cessful comeback in the top 
class. In 1988 he moved back 
to the 500cc class where he 
claimed his f irst title in the 
premier class and with it his 
new nickname ‘Mr. 875’.

For Geboers, the 250cc 
World Championship in 1987 
and the 500cc World Cham-
pionship one year later was 
just a part of a very success-
ful period as he triumphed 
at races such as Le Touquet, 
winning it three times in suc-
cession in in ‘88, ‘89 and ‘90, 
and got some good results in 
the European supercross. 

In 1989, 3rd was his reward 
come years end, but in 1990 
he was back on top, winning 
what would be his last 500cc 
title as he surprised every-
one when he announced his 
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retirement live on Belgian 
TV just minutes after being 
crowned world champion at 
his home GP in the Citadel of 
Namur with two rounds re-
maining! The date was Au-
gust 5th, Eric’s 28th birth-
day. Eric raced his f inal GP 
at Glen Helen in The USA on 
August 26th 1990 and after 
winning Race One, his second 
place finish to Ricky Johnson 
in Race Two was enough to 
take the overall victory, his 
thirty-ninth and final one. 
Geboers always wanted to go 
out on top; he achieved that 
by winning the world title in 
Belgium and he did it again by 
winning his f inal GP in Amer-
ica.

Following his retirement from 
racing Eric remained involved 
in sport but not only in mo-
tocross; with his company 
EG Events he was involved in 
triathlon, hockey and cycling. 

1980 125 cc Motocross World Championship – 3rd (Suzuki)
1981 125 cc Motocross World Championship – 2nd (Suzuki)
1982 125 cc Motocross World Championship – 1st (Suzuki)
1983 125 cc Motocross World Championship – 1st (Suzuki)
1984 500 cc Motocross World Championship – 5th (Honda)
1985 500 cc Motocross World Championship – 3rd (Honda)
1986 500 cc Motocross World Championship – 3rd (Honda)
1987 250 cc Motocross World Championship - 1st (Honda)
1988 500 cc Motocross World Championship - 1st (Honda)
1989 500 cc Motocross World Championship – 3rd (Honda)
1990 500 cc Motocross World Championship – 1st (Honda)

But motocross was his life, 
and he finally came back to 
the roots as coach, manag-
er and also organiser of the 
MXGP of Belgium at Lommel. 

No matter where he was 
or what he did, Eric always 
remained cheerful. He was 
charming and charismatic 
and someone who loved to 
joke around. When he walked 
through the paddock he had 
an aura about him too, even 

long after his racing days 
had ended; fans from all over 
the world wanted to meet him 
and chat to him. He was and 
always will be held in the very 
highest of regards by every-
one that met him and by those 
who simply read about him 
or watched him on television. 
Eric was 55 years young and 
will be sorely missed by all of 
us. 
Text: P. Haudiquert & P. Malin
Photos: P. Haudiquert
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So far in 2018 Altherm JCR 
Yamaha’s Courtney Duncan has 
dominated the FIM Women’s 
Motocross World Championship 
winning 5 of the 6 races so far 
and leading the points by a sub-
stantial margin. In this article 
we talk about the 22-year-old 
from New Zealand making a 
name for herself in Women’s 
Motocross.

Born January 26th, 1996, 
Duncan is from Palmerston on 
New Zealand’s South Island 
and rides for the Altherm JCR 
Yamaha Racing Team which is 
managed by motocross champi-
on and 13 time GP winner Josh 
Coppins. 

Duncan first started riding 
when her stepfather bought 
her and her brother dirt bikes 
at the age of 7. Growing up in 
a rural area of New Zealand 
Courtney was able to ride often 
with a track in her backyard. 
Riding any day she could after 
school she was one of many kids 

in the area with a bike.

Competitive since her youth, 
Courtney took the chance to 
race for her first time at age 8 
with the immediate goal of win-
ning. From the local races her 
success grew to regional events 
and eventually the New Zealand 
National championships. Win-
ning at the national level pushed 
Duncan further, at first to race 
in Australia and later in the 
United States where she also 
saw success.

Duncan speaking about the level 
of racing in New Zealand com-
pared to the racing in Europe 
and the world championship, 
”I think that especially at the 
time back when I was in New 
Zealand, the level was really 
good, there was a lot of fast 
kids that were coming up, we 
always had full gates but I think 
the conditions are a lot easier in 
New Zealand, we don’t have as 
tough conditions as Europe with 
the sand, so you didn’t have to 

adapt to the conditions on race 
day like here. Overall the level 
and the speed in New Zealand 
is really good.”

Taking her racing seriously 
Courtney turned pro at 19 but 
still attended school in the be-
ginning. In 2015 Duncan start-
ed working with Josh Coppins, 
who used his experience to help 
her prepare for her first year 
of racing in the World Champi-
onship. Coppins helped to set 
up Courtney with a bike me-
chanic and more as she moved 
to Europe to focus on racing 
completely.

Duncan talking about Coppins’ 
role, “I was able to learn a lot 
from Josh, we started doing a 
lot of training together and he 
really showed me how import-
ant it is to have a structure and 
a program because before that 
I was just kind of riding my dirt 
bike. Since we started work-
ing together you could tell how 
serious he was and you could 
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tell how much work he put in 
to his career. The most import-
ant thing was that he had been 
here (Europe) and done it, so 
he knew the challenges I was 
going to face when I came to 
Europe, he helped me prepare 
for it.”

In 2016 she raced her first 
WMX event in Qatar winning 
both races to take the win over 
longtime WMX athlete Livia 
Lancelot. Duncan continued to 
impress at round two in Valken-
swaard alongside the MXGP of 
Europe where she took a 4th 
and another race win for 2nd 
overall.

The next race would be Germa-
ny’s Teutschenthal circuit where 
disaster struck and ended her 
championship hopes when she 
injured herself after the first 
race. Scoring only 9 points and 
having to sit out the next 2 rac-
es, Duncan rejoined the racing 
for the final two rounds. Duncan 
managed to win both of the final 

two overalls but it would be too 
late and she finished her first 
season 4th in the championship. 
“The disaster in Germany put a 
stop to my off the bat success, 
but I think I used it as motiva-
tion,” Duncan recalls.

Last year Duncan returned to 
the racing and though she was 
strong a few mistakes and a 
scoreless race again cost her 
the closely disputed champion-
ship. Losing out on the title by 
only 3 points was a hard pill to 
swallow for the Kiwi. “I feel like 
going through what I did last 
year has definitely made me 
stronger and wiser, not nec-
essarily any faster but I feel 
like I have been able to learn a 
lot from that, from the failures, 
and I have been able to turn it 
around this year.”

Since the beginning of the 2018 
season Duncan has been re-
markable with 5 race wins and 
3 of 4 overall victories and the 
most recent came at the very 

track which cost her the title in 
2016. When asked about what 
has made the difference so far 
this season compared to those 
prior she simply stated that she 
has just been more relaxed and 
has taking things slower.

During the off season Duncan 
returns home which she en-
joys but she maintains focus on 
racing. “When I go home I take 
a break and enjoy life outside of 
racing and spend time with my 
friends and family but I guess 
you could say your life revolves 
around the sport and every-
thing I do is to make me better 
on a dirt bike.”

Focused on taking her time to 
train properly during the week 
and not rushing has proven 
valuable with her current suc-
cess. Now half way through the 
season Duncan’s goal is to con-
tinue to be consistent without 
mistakes and take her first ever 
FIM Women’s Motocross World 
Championship.
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Red Bull KTM Factory Racing’s 
Antonio Cairoli gave us some 
inside information on the history 
of the number #222 while in 
Latvia for his 222nd Grand Prix! 
Check it out!

@IceOneRacing
The first day of racing at the 
@MXGP of Russia is under-
way! Time practice is just 
about to begin.

Watch the trailer of the 
new Compound from 
MXGP PRO. Out on June 
29.

@byrner26
Man I love watching the @
mxgp guys ride the sand! 
They make it look so easy...
believe me it’s far from easy 
lol

@DunlopMoto
Congratulations @93Geerts 
on a podium finish in Latvia. 
#MX2 @mxgp


IN THE WORLD OF #MXGP
@CraigChambers15
The last, but not least, im-
portant thing to do...get those 
@mxgp tickets for #MXG-
PGreatBritain! See you next 
Sunday @shaunsimpson24 

@jac_malins
Bit gutted not to be at the @
mxgp Germany   this year! 
But best of luck to the Brits 
@tommysearle100 @Max-
Anstie @benwatsonmx @
conradmewse426   #MXGP-

@50_beeks
Did I just see a clip from 
the @mxgp at the start of @
SportsCenter   

Team HRC’s Calvin Vlaan-
deren reached his first 
podium of the season in 
Germany! Watch his mo-
mentum

@solgilbert
Let’s keep that plate Red 
melpocock   Good luck from 
Team @solgilbert #emx250 
@mxgp



TWITTER, FACEBOOK, INSTAGRAM, YOUTUBE 
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IN THE WORLD OF #MXGP

@rumicek37mx 
trip#MXGP#Nmecko#-
Teutschenthal#boreek#mo-
tocross#riders#TIM@
tiga243 

@lemsba 
#btb @mxgp with @
jeffrey_herlings84 #thes-
treammoller

@andrea_gussoni  
#mxgplombardia #mxgp 
#lombardia #ottobiano #mo-
tocross #moto #bike 

@ncher_21 
One of my favorite riders @
alessandrolupino  #mx
#mxgp #mxgirl #mxgprussia 
#mxlife #mxfamily #moto-
cross #moto 

@team_diga_procross 
The second new @team_diga_
procross @husqvarna1903 
rider is @brentvandoninck172



MONSTER GIRLSMONSTER GIRLS
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years old when he won his 
f irst New Zealand title in the 
Junior 125cc class, showing 
his ability on a bike. Just one 
year later he got the Senior 
125cc title and showed that 
not only Darryl was good on 
an MX track! When he head-
ed to Europe for the first 
time in 1993, Shayne had 
already five national titles in 
his pocket and entered some 
125cc GP’s alongside in-
ternational events. He per-
formed pretty well in those 
races, but had some troubles 
on the smallest bike and only 
scored one point in San Ma-
rino. 
His f irst experience at the 
Motocross of Nations was 
pretty good as the team made 
up by Darryl Atkins, Dar-
ryl King and himself scored 
his best ever result with a 
fifth position. Back to New 
Zealand in wintertime he 
grabbed two other titles and 
went back to Europe even 
stronger to compete in the 
500cc class as a privateer. 

Nobody really knew him when 

the riders lined up behind 
the gate of the opening 1994 
season in Payerne, but on 
Sunday evening his name was 
known by everybody. Shayne 
King finished second overall 
of the 500cc GP behind Gert 
Jan Van Doorn after winning 
the second moto! However, 
the second round in Austria 
was a disaster for the New 
Zealander as he hit a rock 
and broke his foot. He man-
aged to be back for the last 
GP’s, and although he could 
only score a few points, his 
talent was recognized and 
he signed a deal with a KTM 
supported team for 1995. It 
was an up and down season 
with some great performanc-
es, such as a second overall 
place in Czech Republic, but 
his consistency was not good 
enough to finish higher than 
ninth in the series.

Working hard and winning 
some more races during 
wintertime in New Zealand, 
Shayne was the leading rid-
er of the Austrian factory in 
the 500cc class as Trampas 

New Zealand is far from Eu-
rope, but since the 90’s the 
Motocross World Champion-
ships attracts many moto-
cross riders who do a very 
long trip to enter the World 
series. Shayne King will re-
main forever as the first New 
Zealander to conquer a World 
title in 1996, a few years 
prior to Ben Townley, and he 
is also the single New Zea-
lander who has enjoyed twice 
the podium of the Motocross 
of Nations with his National 
team.

Born in New Plymouth in 
1975, Shayne King has al-
ways been close to motorcy-
cles as his father Ash was a 
motorcycle dealer and also a 
motocross competitor! On the 
footsteps of his older brother 
Darryl, several times Nation-
al champion before moving to 
Europe in 1991, Shayne also 
made his debut in the nation-
al series before jumping in a 
plane to race a few GP’s in 
1993.

Shayne was only eleven 

Shayne King
     

HALL OF FAME
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Parker, runner up in 1995, 
had moved to another brand. 
Riding the new 360cc KTM 
Shayne dominated the open-
ing round in Italy, struggled 
in Austria but won again in 
France and Portugal. All 
season long the battle was 
intense with reigning World 
Champion Joel Smets, but af-
ter winning six Grand’s Prix 
that season, Shayne went to 
the final round in Germany 
in a good position as he just 
needed a ninth place in one 
race to be champion. Fifth in 
the opening moto, he claimed 
the title before the final race 
and became the first New 
Zealander to get an MX World 
title. He also offered to KTM 
the fictitious “875cc world 
championship” that the brand 
was looking for after winning 
the 250cc and 125cc classes 
in 1984 and 1989.

In 1997 Shayne defended 

1993:  58th in the 125 Motocross World Championship (Yamaha)
1994:  24th in the 500 Motocross World Championship (Honda)
1995:  9th in the 500 Motocross World Championship (KTM)
1996:  500 Motocross World Champion (KTM). Winner of 6 GP
1997:  3rd in the 500 Motocross World Championship (KTM)
1998:  8th in the 500 Motocross World Championship (KTM)
 3rd at the Motocross of Nations
1999: 5th in the 500 Motocross World Championship (KTM)
2000: 14th in the US 250 Motocross Championship (KTM)
2001:  7th in the 500 Motocross World Championship (KTM)
3rd at the Motocross of Nations

his title but could only f in-
ish third behind Smets and 
his brother; f ifth the follow-
ing season, he was one of 
the heroes of the muddy MX 
of Nations in Foxhill, as he 
helped Josh Coppins and his 
brother Darryl to place New 
Zealand on the podium for the 
first time in the history of the 
MXoN! 

He reached another dream 
by moving to US in 2000, but 
it was a tough season for 

Shayne who went back to Eu-
rope to race for the last time 
the 500cc class. He scored a 
seventh position in the 500cc 
class and enjoyed another 
podium at the Motocross of 
Nations. Then he focused on 
racing in his native country, 
winning some other titles and 
establishing a motorcycle 
accessory business before he 
retired in 2007.

Text & Photos: Pascal Hau-
diquert
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    Paddock Talks
01/The medical crew was spot on 

in Russia!
02/Youthstream and the Russian 
Organizing Committee were real-
ly happy with the outcome of the 

Russian MXGP for the second year 
in a row. 

03/Russian hero Evgeny Bobbry-
shev made the fans go crazy in 

Orlyonok. 
04/Antonio Cairoli was all geared 

up for his 222 GP in Latvia. 
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PADDOCK TALKS
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Paddock Talks
05/The whole paddock made a 

sincere tribute to Eric Geboers. 
06/Claudio De Carli celebrat-
ed his 100 GP win in Germany 
after Jorge Prado’s victory. 
07/Former Motocross World 
Champion Sebastian Tortelli is 
back in the paddock supporting 

the young talents. 
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The Deep End of 
the Talent Pool
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The 2018 FIM Motocross 
World Championship is full 
of competition and made 
up of the best riders in the 
world but many of these 
top riders came through 
one of the FIM Europe 
Motocross championships 
before seeing large scale 
success.

The EMX classes of 
EMX250 and EMX125 have 
long been deep pools of 
talent from which the fac-
tory teams look at for up 
and coming athletes. For-
mer EMX racers such as 
Team HRC’s Tim Gajser, 
Red Bull KTM Factory Rac-
ing’s Pauls Jonass and 
Jorge Prado, and Rockstar 
Energy Husqvarna Factory 

Racing’s Thomas Kjer Ol-
sen are all prime examples 
of just how deep the talent 
can be.

So far in 2018 the racing 
in the EMX classes has 
been filled with a mas-
sive list of entries but 
also of potential winners. 
From the first races of the 
EMX250 championship in 
Spain until now it is clear 
that the level of competi-
tion is very high.

The 2018 EMX250 season 
hosts 11 rounds through-
out Europe from Spain 
in the West to Russia in 
the East. At this point we 
have completed the first 4 
rounds with Spain, Portu-

gal, Russia, and Latvia all 
in the books.

Throughout these 4 rounds 
we have already seen the 
points leader’s red plate 
on three different bikes. 
First we saw the BUD Rac-
ing Monster Energy #720 
of Pierre Goupillon with 
the red background after 
winning the opening round. 
Then after Portugal the 
#119 REVO Husqvarna UK 
machine of Mel Pocock took 
over the championship lead 
even though Team Hon-
da Redmoto Assomotor’s 
Matthys Boisrame won the 
overall.

At the conclusion of Round 
3 Nicholas Lapucci was 
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SPECIAL FEATUREcrowned the winner over 
Carglass Honda’s Steven 
Clarke but REVO Husqvar-
na UK’s Martin Barr took 
over the points lead from 
his teammate Pocock. Barr 
has managed to hold the 
red plate after Latvia mak-
ing him the first to hold the 
championship lead for more 
than one race this season.

Along with the EMX250 
riders winning races and 
fighting for the champion-
ship are former European 
125cc racers like Rockstar 
Energy Husqvarna’s Mikkel 
Harrup and BUD Racing 
Monster Energy’s Brian 
Moreau.

When speaking of the for-

mer EMX125 presented by 
FMF Racing riders it be-
comes clear that the talent 
continues on into the cur-
rent field of 125cc riders. 
Top riders such as KTM 
Junior’s Rene Hofer and 
Jezyk Racing’s Eddie Wade, 
the earlier leads the points 
and the later was crowned 
85cc World Cup Champi-
on in 2017, are all battling 
for top ten finishes. The 
competitive situation in the 
250cc class is also present 
in the smaller 125cc racing 
as many riders are capa-
ble of a win. In the first 
4 stops of 8 this year, we 
have seen 3 different over-
all winners. 

With the line up in both 

classes the stacked racing 
has more and more inter-
est from not only fans but 
from riders all around the 
world. Racers from coun-
tries as far as the United 
States, Israel, and more 
participate and work ex-
tremely hard just to qual-
ifying into the top 40 rid-
ers.

The EMX racing is reaching 
a new level and is at ex-
citing point where so many 
of the current riders could 
become future MXGP and 
MX2 stars! 
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The 125cc class in the European Championship usually puts a spotlight on the next 

big name in motocross. In fact both of the 2015 FIM Motocross World Champions and 

vice-world champions Romain Febvre, Gautier Paulin, Tim Gajser and Pauls Jonass 

have all won the EMX125 championship on their paths to motocross supremacy. 

Magazine.

Backstory
Behind every event or 
happening there is also a 
backstory of how that par-
ticular thing came to be, 
and the story of the 1987 
SR500 is no different. 
First of all we need to go 
back to 1983; Belgium’s 
Georges Jobé had just been 
crowned world champion in 
the 250cc class riding for 
Suzuki and was planning a 
move into the 500cc class 
and Kawasaki believed he 
was the man to win the title 
for them. 

In his first season in the 
premier class he placed 
2nd behind fellow Belgium 
André Malherbe and with 
that result was looking to 
become world champion the 
following year. However, 
the following two seasons 
did not go according to plan 
and after finishing 4th on 
both occasions Jobé found 
himself at a career cross-
roads.

Despite testing the 1987 
SR500 during the winter 
months, Jobé sensationally 
quit Kawasaki in late De-

The eighties will possi-
bly go down in history as 
the decade where factory 
motocross bikes were at 
their most exotic, particu-
larly in the 500cc category. 
New lightweight materials, 
innovative design and just 
pure, outright power was 
where it was at and prob-
ably the most powerful, the 
most difficult to tame was 
the 1987 Kawasaki SR500 
of Kurt Nicoll, which was 
possibly one of the last 
true factory Kawasaki’s 
ever built, and it’s his bike 
that we will feature in this 
month’s issue of MXGP 

KURT NICOLL’S               
                  1987 KAWASAKI SR500
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KURT NICOLL’S               
                  1987 KAWASAKI SR500

with the handlebar position 
25mm further forward to 
give Kurt more space on the 
bike because it was quite a 
compact bike; it gave Kurt 
a little bit more room to sit 
on it and move around on it. 
We also changed the seat 
height by making it flatter, 
lowered the position of the 
10 litre handmade Alumin-
ium fuel tank and lowered 
the footpegs.’

Because the 1987 SR500 
was an upgrade of the ’86 

version it was supposed to 
have been modified to cor-
rect some of the problems 
encountered from the ’86 
version, mostly the over-
heating issues, which only 
occurred on the SR. The 
triple clamps were made 
from Magnesium but when 
Jobé broke them, Kawasaki 
switched back to Aluminium 
for ’87.

As for the bike itself though, 
it was virtually all hand-
made; the frame, sub-frame 

cember and with all rides 
taken, he set up his own 
private team racing factory 
Honda machinery. Luckily 
for Kawasaki they already 
had a rider waiting in the 
wings, ready to pick up the 
pieces. That rider was Kurt 
Nicoll.

After a brief spell racing 
for KTM where he’d placed 
5th in 1985 Nicoll returned 
to Kawasaki as teammate to 
Jobé for the 1986 season, 
who had just taken deliv-
ery of the all-new SR500, 
although it was only the 
Belgian who got to race the 
latest full factory offering 
from Kawasaki. When Jobé 
left at the end of the year, 
his 1987 bike was passed 
down to Nicoll and it need-
ed some tailoring in order 
to suit the new recipient, as 
Kurt’s mechanic and broth-
er, Arran recalls:

‘Jobé went to Japan to try 
the new bike and it was 
basically built for him, 
but then he left Kawasaki 
very late in December ’86 
and that’s when the bike 
was given to Kurt. We got 
the bike in January ’87 to 
Jobé’s specification and 
started from there.’

‘The biggest difference 
was the riding position as 
Kurt was a much bigger 
guy physically compared to 
Georges, so we had dif-
ferent triple clamps man-
ufactured, the top clamp, 
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and swing-arm were all 
hand tig-welded and given 
that this bike was first de-
signed in 1985 and raced in 
’86, the actual design spec-
ification was such that it 
was an eventual base for the 
‘88/’89 production models.

In terms of power, the 1987 
SR500 produced more than 
60bhp and at that time 
the production bike was 
around 55bhp, but accord-
ing to Arran Nicoll ‘… our 
main focus with the engine 
was to try and produce 
more linear power because 
those Kawasakis were very 
hard-hitting at the bottom 
and at that time it had the 
power valve which I think 
was the only 500cc to do 
so, so it was difficult to 
get the power very smooth 

with that power valve. To 
achieve that we re-weighted 
the crankshafts, weighted 
the flywheels and again it 
was all just to try and make 
it smoother at the bottom 
and extend it because Kurt 
always seemed to be chang-
ing gear a lot more than the 
factory Honda’s needed to.’

Aside from the handmade 
frame, sub-fame and swing-
arm, everything else was 
completely factory and 
unique to Kurt. The fac-
tory exhausts pipes were 
all handmade in-house at 
KHI in Japan, so too were 
the piston, clutch and the 
sand-cast engine cases. 
There were three different 
exhausts to choose from 
but Kurt preferred the one 
with the most top end, the 

one that revved out further 
because his riding style 
meant he carried a lot of 
corner speed, so in order to 
maintain a seamless transi-
tion from corner to straight, 
the aim was to minimise 
gear changes. The factory 
4-speed gearbox also helped 
to achieve this. 

The 1987 SR500 was sus-
pended by factory Kayaba 
conventional front forks and 
ÖHLINS rear shock; the rea-
son for ÖHLINS was it was 
smoother in the first quarter 
of the stroke compared to 
the Kayaba unit, which had a 
problem with sagging when 
trying to soften it off. Various 
linkage arms were tested but 
in the end Kurt favoured one 
that was fractionally shorter 
which raised the bike slight-
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ly at the back, which also 
improved cornering. Han-
dlebars were Renthal and 
brakes were factory Nissin 
with discs at both ends.

Race to the title
With Eric Geboers dropping 
down to the 250cc class and 
André Malherbe no longer 
racing, the ‘smart mon-
ey’ was on David Thorpe, 
the winner of the last two 
championship campaigns to 
retain his title, and indeed 
it was he who took the first 
three victories of the sea-
son. Former world champ 
Häkan Carlqvist was lying in 
2nd but was already thir-
ty-five points adrift of the 
Brit. Jobé was in 3rd ahead 
of Yamaha’s Kurt Ljunqvist 
with Nicoll in 5th. But as 
the season went on, Thorpe 
crashed out of contention to 
an eventual 5th in the series 

and with the favourite out, 
the focus was on the rider 
who left Kawasaki to set up 
his own team and the rider 
who replaced him. 

After five rounds Jobé had 
moved to the top of the 
leader board with the same 
number of points as Thor-
pe, whilst Nicoll sat in 5th 
just twenty points adrift. 
But in Germany, Round Six, 
the gremlins from the ’86 
SR500 hit Nicoll hard and 
despite the bigger radiators 
the Brit DNF’d both moto’s 
due to overheating in the 
mud! From there, Jobé took 
control of the championship 
but Nicoll managed to clinch 
2nd overall, his best cham-
pionship finish at that point, 
despite a late charge from 
Kees Van der Ven. 

The highlights of Nicoll’s 

season as a full-time facto-
ry rider was his first ever 
500cc race win at the British 
GP at Farleigh Castle on July 
12th followed by his first GP 
win one week later at Heer-
len, The Netherlands, some-
thing that Kurt remembers 
fondly:
‘The highlights for sure was 
winning my first GP moto 
at Farleigh Castle and win-
ning my first GP overall in 
Heerlen, Holland, a week or 
2 later. I also fondly remem-
ber winning the first British 
Championship round at Mat-
chams Park because I had 
spent the entire winter in 
Belgium riding the new bike 
in the sand over there, and 
had not been in the UK for 
any pre-season, so to come 
out that strong was a huge 
boost. For me it was a com-
pletely new bike. Georges 
had developed it for himself 
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through 1986 and in Japan 
during the winter. I then 
inherited the bike and it was 
vastly better than my 1986 
bike.’ 

‘Second place in the World 
Championship, the first of 
many, was a big improvement 
over 7th in 1986, and really 
launched the rest of my ca-
reer.’

‘In terms of design, it was not 
a whole new bike for ‘87, but 
Jobé and his mechanic Johan 
Luytens had modified many 
parts including the suspen-
sion, crankshafts and cylinder 
etcetera, but it was superior 
in every department to my 
1986 bike; the power was 
smoother and easier to con-
trol, the suspension was plush 
and worked much better. 
The only things that I had to 
modify a little were the riding 
position as I was taller and 
I liked my bike to be flat and 
spacious.’

‘However, as improved as the 
bike was, it was still difficult 
to get consistently good starts 
with. The power valve motor 
was aggressive off the bottom 
and didn’t rev out through the 
gears. I got some good starts 
on the bike, but way too many 
average ones though!’

‘The strangest thing in all of 
this though was the fact that 
I had no teammate because 
Georges quit the team in 
December 1986, right be-
fore Christmas. He felt that 
the Kawasaki was not able 
to beat the factory Hondas - 
he won the title in 1987, so 
I guess that he was proved 
right! He got out of his two-
year contract and set up his 
own team on factory Hondas. 
The bike that he spent over 
twelve months developing 
may not have been as good as 
he wanted, but it was better 
than any bike I had ridden 
before, and it propelled me to 
my first GP victories.’

Tech Spec
1987 Kawasaki SR500
Engine: Full factory KHI
Engine cases: Sand-cast
Piston: Factory KHI
Exhaust pipe: Factory KHI
Radiators: Factory, larger 
than standard
Gearbox: 4-speed, factory 
KHI
Frame: Handmade, tig-welded
Sub-frame: Handmade, 
tig-welded
Swingarm: Tig-welded
Fuel tank: Handmade Alumin-
ium, 10 litres – Standard was 
plastic 8.5 litres
Seat: Firmer and lower
Handlebars: Renthal
Brakes: Nissin factory, with 
front and rear discs
Triple clamps: Factory, Alu-
minium
Front forks: Factory Kayaba 
conventional
Rear shock: ÖHLINS
Rear linkage: Shorter for bet-
ter cornering
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QUESTIONS
TO THE EDITOR

Hi MXGP, 
I was just messaging to see if 
you can get tickets on the day 
for Sunday?
Thanks,
Jack Frost

Hi Jack,
thanks for the message, tickets 
will be available on site but we 
always recommend purchasing 
in advance online. 
Regards
MXGP

Dear MXGP,
Could you let me know if I can 
purchase the ticket for the 
MXGP of France onsite? 
Thanks,
Scott

Dear Scott,  
You can always purchase 
your ticket onsite but we 
recommend purchasing 
them in advance online in 
order to avoid the line at 
the entrance. You can get 
more information at the link 
below: 
http://saintjeandangely.
motocross-tickets.com/
en/23141-mxgp-of-saint-
jean-d-ang--ly/  
Best Regards
MXGP

Hi MXGP, 
I would just like to know if I 
purchase the season pass 
from your website will it play in 
Australia? And also does that 
include all the archives so I can 
catch up on what I’ve missed so 
far? 
Thanks,
Christopher 

Hi Christopher 
thanks for the message! If you 
purchase the season pass you 
can watch it in Australia or any-
where else in the world. As far 
as the archives are concerned, 
you will have access to the 2018 
season from the first race until 
now. We also have a separate 
archive package that includes 
racing from previous years.
Regards
MXGP

Hi MXGP, 
Is the MXGP PRO Videogame 
available for online pre sales? 
Thanks,
Michele 

Hi Michele 
Thanks for your question on 
the MXGP Pro Videogame. You 
can pre order your copy of the 
MXGP PRO HERE: https://
mxgpvideogame.com/buy/
Regards
MXGP
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