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President of Youthstream Group

Dear MXGP Friends,

Before the MXGP season 
started we were expecting 
some thrilling racing with 
the much-awaited encoun-
ter between Cairoli and 
Herlings, but I don’t think 
anyone could have pre-
dicted that we were in for 
such a spectacular display 
of talent. After 3 Grand 
Prix events and 6 motos we 
have 2 Championship lead-
ers; with the same number 
of points, same number of 
victories and same number 
of second place finishes. 
It’s unique to have 2 rid-
ers of such a high calibre 
competing at the same time 
in the same Championship. 
Paulin, Desalle, Febvre and 
Van Horebeek are strong 
and right up there, An-
stie and Seewer have also 

shown their abilities, and 
Nagl, with his TM, has done 
well using his experience 
and the support of his team 
behind him to show that he 
is capable of achieving his 
target of finishing in the 
top ten. Then there’s Ga-
jser, who is looking strong 
after his jaw injury with 
a victory of the qualifying 
race on Saturday in Spain, 
I think we’ll be seeing more 
of him at the next races. 
And what makes the situa-
tion even more exceptional 
is that there is an enormous 
respect between all the 
riders, which, as a promo-
tor, makes me particularly 
proud.

The series has had a fan-
tastic start; as I have men-
tioned the quality of racing 
has been outstanding, but 

also the quality of the or-
ganization has made a big 
step forward and there are 
more fans attending events 
and following MXGP via so-
cial media, MXGP-TV and the 
regular TV coverage. Mo-
tocross is becoming widely 
more popular thanks to the 
amazing racing of all our 
riders and also thanks to 
you, all the fans who follow 
MXGP and become attached 
to our unique sport. 

After the first round in Ar-
gentina and returning to 
Europe, the European 125cc, 
250cc and 300cc Champion-
ships have begun and there 
has been great racing with 
a large number of riders 
present with talents begin-
ning their climb towards 
MXGP. There are increas-
ingly more non-European 
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riders in our youth series; 
in the EMX125cc, EMX250 
and MX2 classes there are 
10 non-European riders 
(3 American, 3 Australian, 
2 New Zealanders and 2 
South African), these rid-
ers have chosen these 
Championships as the best 
way to grow to one day be-
come a top rider in MXGP 
or in the FIM Supercross 
World Championship. 
Youthstream is proud to 
have such a diversity of 
Nationalities in its Cham-
pionships; MX2 has 12 
different Nationalities in 
the top 15 and MXGP has 
9 different Nationalities 
in the top 15. The quality 
of the racing, the quali-
ty of the organization, the 
quality of the circuits and 
the presence of the man-
ufacturers, teams, indus-

tries, media and fans permit 
these talented young riders 
participating the European 
Championships to devel-
op and grow each year to 
prepare them for the top; 
you see proof of this by the 
presence of riders coming 
from the European Cham-
pionships fighting amongst 
the top guns in the World 
Championship classes. At 
Youthstream we are very 
proud of the work made by 
FIM-Europe, the manufac-
turers, teams, industries 
and Youthstream to bring 
these European series to 
such a high level giving the 
possibility to all these young 
talents to excel. We will con-
tinue to work hard in this 
direction and we are now 
putting a lot of effort via 
the Federations into having 
Latin American, Asian and 

African riders competing in 
these series. The great work 
made by MXGP Academy acts 
as the perfect base where 
they work with many Feder-
ations all around the world 
to form local instructors 
(today there are more than 
100 MXGP Academy licenced 
instructors) and work as 
scouts finding and training 
future young talents.

We’re bound to witness 
more exceptional racing at 
the scenic location of Pi-
etramurata for the MXGP of 
Trentino in Italy and it’d be 
great if you can make it out 
to the event and watch it for 
yourself, otherwise you can 
be a part of it all via one of 
our social media platforms, 
MXGP-TV or the traditional 
TV because it will be for sure 
a weekend not to miss.
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HOLESHOT

Fast as a Fox



One month into the 2018 season 
we find ourselves with 3 rounds of 
MXGP in the books and a total of 12 
Fox Holeshots recorded between 
the classes of MXGP and MX2. Last 
edition of the Fox Holeshot report 
we went through the rapid starts in 
Patagonia by Antonio Cairoli, Hunt-
er Lawrence, and Davy Pootjes, 
now just before heading to the 
MXGP of Trentino, we give you the 
low down on who has outfoxed the 
competition off of the start in the 
last 2 GPs starting with the MXGP 
of Europe, round 2 of 20.

MX2

MXGP of Europe
Coming into the MXGP of Europe 
in Valkenswaard the factory team’s 
machines had all missed the mark 
as far as starts go with both Hunter 
Lawrence and Davy Pootjes taking 
first back plates from Patagonia. 
Contrasting the cool temperatures 

of Valkenswaard was the firepower 
of the Red Bull KTM Factory Racing 
rider, Pauls Jonass.

Jonass kept the power of his 
Factory KTM on track as it pulled 
him ahead of the field off the icy 
mesh starting grid for his first 
Fox holeshot of 2018. Only hours 
later a repeat performance came 
for the new #1. Both times out the 
Holeshot was the difference maker 
especially in race 2 as his teammate 
Jorge Prado had to play catchup 
and struggle to find a way around 
the Latvian all of the 17 laps. 
Jonass only edged out Prado by 3 
tenths of second to take the overall 
win, which very well may not have 
been possible if he hadn’t led from 
the start.

MXGP of La Comunitat Valenciana
At round three of the FIM Mo-
tocross World Championship, at 
Redsand, Spain, for the MXGP of La 

Comunitat Valenciana, very different 
conditions played into the racing 
from those in Valkenswaard. Most 
importantly the Fox Holeshot line 
was on the exit of a long sweeping 
right hand turn leaving the riders 
unable to use their rear brake.

With Jonass leading the black plate 
standings after double Fox Hole-
shots in Holland his competitors 
were playing catch up. At the drop 
of the gate for MX2 Race 1 the 
privateer STC Racing Husqvarna 
piloted by Henry Jacobi bested the 
rest of the MX2 field barely edging 
out Jonass to Fox Holeshot line. 
The holeshot would be the first of 
Jacobi’s MX2 career which showed 
as he finished 11th with multiple 
mistakes under the pressure of 
starting up front including blowing 
a berm and racing back onto the 
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track which resulted in the loss of 
1 position for an official result of 
12th.

Race 2’s start was again the time 
for a Factory KTM to reach the Fox 
Holeshot line first with a rapid start 
from the local Spanish superstar 
Jorge Prado. Prado was one of the 
few who had holeshots in 2017 but 
became the 5th to do so in the 6 
chances so far in 2018.

MXGP

MXGP of Europe
Antonio Cairoli has more starts un-
der his belt than most professional 
races could dream of, and after 
double Holeshots in Patagonia, it 
is clear he has his technique per-
fected. While the Dutch fans where 
on the side of Jeffrey Herlings, the 
start gods were empowering Anto-
nio Cairoli to another pair of mas-
sive Fox Holeshots in Valkenswaard. 

The holeshots allowed Cairoli to 
lead early but a determined and full 
gas Herlings was able to reel in the 
Sicilian to take the race wins.

MXGP of La Comunitat Valenciana
The Redsand of Spain and its long 
start was challenging for many 
including Jeffrey Herlings but the 
#222 of Cairoli adapted quickly.

Race 1’s roar of 450cc engines 
down the start straight brought the 
Spanish fans to life. For the first 
time in 2018 the first bike to the 
holeshot line was not that of Cairoli 
but instead the blue Monster Ener-
gy Yamaha Factory MXGP machine 
of Romain Febvre. Cairoli was never 
far behind though and Febvre’s 
Holeshot advantage only lasted the 
first half of the race before Cairoli 
and later Herlings found their way 
by.

In Race 2 the quick reactions and 
precision of Cairoli allowed him 

his 5th holeshot of 6 possible this 
season. The holeshot from Cairoli 
contrasted with the lack luster first 
lap from Herlings and would give 
the Italian motorsports star the 
advantaged he needed to take his 
first ever overall win of the new 
season along with the championship 
leader’s red plate to set alongside 
the five black holeshot plates from 
Fox Racing!

MXGP:
Antonio Cairoli 5
Romian Febvre: 1

MX2:
Pauls Jonass: 2
Jorge Prado: 1
Hunter Lawrence 1
Davy Pootjes 1
Henry Jacobi: 1

HOLESHOT
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After the relative calm of the 
season opener in Patagonia where 
rider’s and fans alike were greet-
ed with a warm climate and su-
perb racing, the MXGP bandwag-
on rolled into Valkenswaard for the 
MXGP of Europe two weeks later 
for what was, in a meteorologi-
cal sense at least, quite a hostile 
reception. From the pleasant 23˚C 
of the last remnants of the South 
American summer to the sub-ze-
ro temperatures of a northern 
European spring, the Arctic-like 
conditions came as something of 
a shock; it was as if we’d gone to 
sleep in the summer and woke up 
in winter overnight! It was bru-
tal, and with a wind chill factor 
that made it feel like -10˚C, it was 
always going to be a challenging 
weekend to say the least.

Despite this, the reception we re-
ceived from the organiser was as 
warm as ever as always, and with 
the added bonus of EMX125 and 
EMX300, both presented by FMF 

Racing, we were always going 
to be in for a heated weekend of 
action.

As for the track itself, the ven-
ue where MXGP takes place at 
Valkenswaard, sees the riders 
skirt the perimeter of The Eu-
rocircuit, which is a renowned 
rally-cross circuit, and it has been 
hosting the FIM Motocross World 
Championship since 1974. The 
inaugural winner on that day was 
Sylvain Geboers on his 250cc Su-
zuki and before racing commenced 
on Sunday we had seen no fewer 
than fifty-three different winners 
in all classes, excluding WMX, with 
Belgian riders winning a stagger-
ing nineteen times, twice as many 
as the host nation who’d won just 
nine.

Of those nine Dutch wins, Jeffrey 
Herlings had won seven times 
making him the most decorated 
rider on this infamous racetrack, 
and as far as manufacturer’s 

wins, KTM had notched up the 
most with twenty-four, or if you’re 
interested, 45.28%. That is quite 
an impressive statistic, especially 
when the Austrian manufactur-
er’s first win came in 2001. Erik 
Eggens of The Netherlands was 
the appropriate winner that day 
in the 125cc class, and about two 
hours later Joel Smets from Bel-
gium won in the 500cc class. And 
just like the saying goes: ‘you wait 
forever for a bus to arrive and 
then all of a sudden, two come at 
once.’ The same was true for those 
KTM victories in 2001, just change 
the word ‘bus’ for ‘wins’ and you’ll 
get where we are coming from!

Even more impressive is that 
since 2001, KTM had failed to win 
just twelve times, despite Valken-
swaard not being on the calen-
dar in 2005 and 2006. Break it 
down even more and the statistic 
becomes even more impressive; 
twenty-three wins from thirty-five 
winners since 2001 means a win-



Jonass’ win in MX2 meant that KTM 
once again took all the glory; that’s 
twenty-six wins now for the Austri-
an manufacturer.

Round three took place just one 
week later at the brand-new venue 
of Redsand for the MXGP of La 
Comunitat Valenciana. We say new 
because it was the first time that 
the FIM Motocross World Champi-
onship had ever been hosted there, 
but if you scroll the Insta’ feeds of 
most of the paddock, you will see 
that many of them spent much of 
their winter test programme there 
as the winter climate in that part of 
Europe is much more forgiving than 
the north where most of the teams 
are based in Belgium. 

The circuit itself is about a thir-
ty-minute drive inland from the 
beach resort town of Benicássim, 
approximately one-third of the way 
down the eastern Spanish coast 
in the province of Castellón, on the 
Costa del Azahar. Even closer to 
the circuit is the beautiful and very 
picturesque town of Vilafamés, 

which in 2015 was added to the 
list of Spain’s most beautiful towns. 
Among its delights are the castle 
that dates back to the fourteenth 
century which sits spectacular-
ly at the very top of the hill some 
four hundred metres above sea 
level. The streets are narrow, the 
houses quaint and with a blend of 
old and new you can understand 
why Vilafamés is such a gem of a 
town. Next time you head to Red-
sand maybe spend an afternoon 
wandering around; you will not be 
disappointed.

So, what about the track? The 
name itself is a dead giveaway; 
it literally is a circuit built on red 
sand, but not the deep stuff like 
Lommel that puts the fear into 
every racer, but the kind that when 
ripped and watered to perfection 
as it was for MXGP, is nice and 
loamy and forgiving, but if it starts 
to dry out, it’s the kind of track 
that turns hard like Agueda for 
instance. On Saturday, we saw a 
glimpse of that as high winds cut 
through the facility throughout 

rate of 65.71%. 

When it came to ‘Raceday’ a cold 
but enthusiastic crowd turned out 
to see how ‘episode two’ of MXGP 
played out with all eyes trained on 
Antonio Cairoli and Jeffrey Her-
lings, with ‘The Bullet’ returning 
home with the championship lead-
er’s Red Plate for the first time in 
MXGP and the first time since the 
final round of MX2 at Glen Helen 
on September 11th 2016. And they 
did not go home disappointed! A 
solid 1-1 meant ‘JH84’ extended 
his lead over his teammate to six 
points after another stunning per-
formance in MXGP Race 2, where 
he once again came from a long 
way back to snatch the win in the 
closing stages. 

The win itself was Herlings’ eighth 
from nine starts at Valkenswaard 
and his first there in MXGP. He also 
added another page of history by 
becoming the first Dutch winner 
there in the premier class. It was 
a long and overdue wait, but it was 
certainly worth it. By the way, Pauls 
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Sebastién Dassé in January.  

In EMX300 presented by FMF Rac-
ing, Mike Kras took an impressive 
double-moto win and picked up the 
championship leader’s red plate 
in the process as well, and it was 
business as usual for Pauls Jonass 
who recorded his sixth straight 
race win and third consecutive 
MX2 GP victory to head into the 
free weekend with a thirty-point 
advantage over Thomas Kjer Olsen. 

As for MXGP, well it looks like it’s 
going to be one of those years! 
Jeffrey Herlings arrived with the 
red plate still attached to the front 
of his Red Bull KTM, six points clear 
of his teammate Antonio Cairoli, but 
with TC222 taking a double-mo-
to win both riders left Spain all 
square on equal points with the 
Sicilian taking the red plate in the 
process. Clément Desalle rounded 
out the podium for Monster Energy 
Kawasaki. 

Many questions have since been 
asked as to why TC has the red 
plate and not JH84, especially as 
the Dutchman has won one GP 

more than TC this year. The answer 
is simple: it’s decided on race wins 
and not overalls, and since they 
have the same wins and second 
place finishes, in this case it goes 
on who won the last moto at round 
three, and that was Tony. If we get 
to the end of the season and they 
are still tied then it will come down 
to the highest number of seconds, 
thirds, fourths and so-on. Think 
back to 2014 when Steven Clarke 
and Brian Bogers tied on points for 
the EMX250 title: Bogers had won 
three overall rounds where Clarke 
hadn’t won one. His best was a 
single second overall. However, 
Clarke took one more race-win 
than Bogers and that determined 
the outcome of the championship.

Anyway, let’s not get too bogged 
down with all of that just yet, it’s 
waaaaay too early in the season. 
Instead, let’s enjoy the one-week 
break and roll into Trentino and see 
what happens there. Twelve months 
ago, it was an absolute belter of a 
GP; fingers crossed it throws up 
the same kind of racing in April. 

Adios!

most of the day, but thankfully the 
track crew were all over it.

On Sunday, the winds had dropped 
and with an overcast start to the 
day the circuit could not have been 
in better condition for racing. Even 
the riders commented on how 
much better it was as the water 
remained in the dirt enabling the 
track to rough up much more, thus 
creating plenty of passing oppor-
tunities. And once again the racing 
did not disappoint. 

The first round of EMX250 got off 
to an explosive start with three 
riders clashing immediately out of 
the gate, followed by a multi-rider 
pile up through turn one as for-
ty over-exuberant racers jostled 
for position. Both races were won 
by REVO Husqvarna with 2012 
EMX250 Champion Mel Pocock 
winning Race One and his team-
mate Martin Barr taking the other. 
However, it was Pierre Goupillon 
who took the overall on his BUD 
Racing Monster Energy Kawa-
saki, a much-needed win at that 
after the sudden passing of team 
co-owner and suspension guru 
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FIM Motocross World Championship

Standings
MX2 CHAMP. STANDINGS
1. P. Jonass (LAT, KTM),150points
2.  T. Olsen (DEN, HUS), 120p.
3. J. Prado (ESP, KTM) , 105p.
4. H. Lawrence (AUS, HON) ,99p. 
5. J. Beaton (AUS, KAW), 81p.
6. B. Watson (GBR, YAM), 81p. 
7. J. Beaton (AUS, KAW), 72p.
8 S. Sanayei (USA, KAW),68p. 
9. C. Vlaanderen(RSA, HON), 63p. 
10. V. Brylyakov (RUS, YAM), 54p.

MX2 MANUFACTUERS

150 points
120 points
100 points
97 points
89 points
28 points

1. KTM 
2. Husqvarna
3.  Honda
4. Kawasaki
5. Yamaha
6. TM 
 

MXGP CHAMP. STANDINGS
1. A.Cairoli (ITA, KTM) , 141 points
2. J.Herlings (NED, KTM), 141 p.
3. C. Desalle (BEL, KAW),103 p 
4. R. Febvre (FRA YAM) , 101p. 
5. G. Paulin (FRA, HUS), 98p.  
6. G.Coldenhoff (NED, KTM) 79p.
7. J. VanHorebeek (BEL,YAM) 78p.
8. M. Nagl (GER, TM)  ,60p.  
9. J. Seewer (SUI, YAM), 59p.
10. J. Lieber (BEL, KAW), 54p.

MXGP MANUFACTUERS

150 points
108 points
103 points
102 points
63 points
60 points
30 points

1. KTM
2. Yamaha
3. Kawasaki 
4. Husqvarna
5. Honda
5. TM
6. Suzuki 

2018 Start of the Season - 
MXGP-TV Performances 

194,997 New Users + 72% compared to 2016
473,317 Sessions (users actively engaged 
with the platform) +79%
1,229,518 Page Views +75%

Top 3 Countries compared to 2016
Italy +65%
The Netherlands +104%
United States +68%

Subscribe to MXGP-TV.com and Enjoy MXGP! 
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the IRP Foundation



SPECIAL FEATURE

The 20th annual Bal de 
Printemps event was held 
the night of the 19th of 
March at the Hotel Pres-
ident Wilson in Geneva, 
Switzerland where both 
Youthstream and FIM-Eu-
rope took part. Organized 
by IRP (International 
Foundation for Research 
in Paraple-gia), the presti-
gious and high-class eve-
ning is an event with the 
purpose to collect funds for 
the research of Paraplegia. 

Started more than 15 years 
ago the IRP Foundation has 
taken on the role of orga-
nizing various fundraising 
activities to help finance 
the best research proj-
ects worldwide. The proj-
ects which IRP supports 

are selected by a Scientific 
Committee of international 
ex-perts whose main goal 
is to overcome paraplegia, 
step by step.

Since 2016 Youthstream 
has partnered with IRP to 
help raise funds for their 
important and life changing 
work with the goal of pro-
viding funds for basic and 
clinical research in the field 
of paraplegia in order to 
contribute and improve the 
lives of people affected by 
injuries to the spinal cord.

IRP organizes numerous 
activities and projects 
throughout the year aimed 
at:

• Raising funds for fi-

nancing projects in the field 
of paraplegia;

• Identifying the most 
promising research teams 
and projects, both in Swit-
zerland   and 
abroad; 

• Encouraging young 
scientists to focus their 
work on research into 
paraplegia;

• Promoting the ex-
change of information and 
cooperation between re-
searchers in   
Switzerland and abroad;

• Increasing public 
awareness of the progress 
of research and its applica-
tions;
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• Working with oth-
er institutions, especially 
universities, pursuing the 
same goals;

• Providing support for 
other activities related to 
paraplegia, which are oth-
erwise   neglect-
ed.

This year’s Bal de Prin-
temps event had amazing 
donations up for auction 
such as 4 VIP Gold Sky-
box Passes for the MXGP 
of Switzerland in Frauen-
feld with hotel accom-
moda-tion included, and 
a Romain Febvre replica 
2018 YZ450FM from Yama-
ha Motor Europe that sold 
for 11,000€. All of the pro-

ceeds from event and the 
auction of the donations by 
Youthstream and Yamaha 
went towards IRP.

In addition to the Bal de 
Printemps event Youth-
stream also raises funds 
for IRP by selling glass-
es at the various GP’s 
throughout the year. 100% 
of the money from the sale 
of MXGP’s glasses goes to 
the foundation.

Giuseppe Luongo, Presi-
dent of Youthstream, said, 
‘IRP’s work is impressive 
and already the scientists 
are making encouraging 
steps forward. I invite 
everybody to visit IRP’s 
web-site (www.irp.ch) to 
see what they do more in 

detail. Youthstream is very 
sensitive to this import-
ant research which IRP is 
doing and we will do our 
best to continue to support 
them. We are very proud to 
be a partner of this active 
foundation and we are also 
proud to be partners with 
Wings for Life and Road 2 
Recovery.’

Dr Wolfgang Srb, President 
of FIM Europe, stated: ‘This 
is a most important initia-
tive which deserves our full 
attention and permanent 
support. A lot has already 
been achieved; however, 
there is still so much more 
work to be done. Research 
is going on and one day the 
dream will come true: to 
stand up and walk again.’



New Beginnings: 
Team 114
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New Beginnings: 
Team 114



SPECIAL FEATURE

For most in the MXGP paddock 
motocross is not just a job it is 
a passion and a way of life, and 
for the athletes themselves this 
statement may ring even more 
true. In the life of a profes-
sional motocross athlete the 
amount of time and dedication 
that put into the sport they 
contest often far exceeds that 
of any other aspect of life. Of 
course most anything in life is 
only sustainable for a limited 
time, so what is a racer to do 
once they have decided to hang 
up their boots? 

For multi-time Women’s Mo-
tocross World Champion Livia 
Lancelot the answer was clear 
long before she decided to 
retire from professional racing, 
manage her own FIM Moto-
cross World Championship race 
team. In this month’s Team of 
the Month section we feature 
the new kids on the block and 
new team in the paddock, Livia 
Lancelot’s Team Honda 114 
Motorsports.

The Honda 114 Motorsports 
team has long been a dream of 
Livia Lancelot starting running 
her own team in the Women’s 
Motocross Championship. The 
2017 WMX championship sea-
son for Livia was a tough one 
where in the end she just lost 
out on a third title but for the 
French native other opportuni-
ties were lining up. 

Livia Lancelot, “Actually, this 
is something I’ve planned 
already a long time ago, in 
2014 I started my own team 
and the goal was definitely to 
make the team improve until 
the moment I would like to re-
tire and have something after 
my racing career. I knew that 
at one moment I would have 
to start working. After the 
life I had until now, I couldn’t 
imagine myself working in an 
office everyday and not being 
at the tracks.  So this is why 
I built the team and real-
ly worked for it to be ready 
when I retire.”

Livia, who had originally 
planned to race another sea-
son of women’s motocross 
world championship before 
retiring, instead would take up 
an opportunity to have her own 
MX2 team with the support of 
Giacomo Gariboldi and sign the 
newly available riders of Hunt-
er Lawrence and Bas Vaessen.

Lancelot, “Actually I didn’t 
really plan to stop last season, 
I was more thinking to stop at 
the end of this one, in 2018. 
I’ve just turned 30 this year 
and my first title was when I 
was 20. I though that maybe 
I could quit at 30 with anoth-
er title, numbers like this can 
always be cool. So this was 
the plan but then we started 
to chat with Giacomo Gari-
boldi about the future and the 
fact that he wanted to have 
some young talented riders to 
ride for him one day maybe to 
replace or just to add some 
riders on the side, you know. 
So we continued to talk about 
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it and actually this idea just 
came to my mind and it was the 
time to do it, because this was 
an opportunity that I might not 
have at the end of 2018. So 
this is why and when we really 
started to think about it.’ 

“I remember really clearly 
it was Ernée, on Friday af-
ternoon,” Livia remembers, 
“I started to ask myself if I 
was ready for that (to retire), 
and actually the answer was 
definitely yes. In fact, after I 
got my last title in Assen, the 
question was if it was going to 
be my last year or not. I had 
already thought about it and I 
had already said to myself that 
if this opportunity would come, 
I would take it.”

The changes were indeed big 
for Livia, even though she was 
responsible for her own team, 
she was also the lone rider 
who had no one to blame other 
than herself when things went 
wrong. With the new team Livia 
is now not only responsible for 

herself but she has also be-
come responsible for the suc-
cess of her riders and the team 
as a whole.

Livia speaking of the signing of 
Hunter Lawrence: “I won’t say 
it was a last minute thing, but 
of course I was lucky Hunter 
Lawrence was without a ride 
and of course this helped me a 
lot. But I also have to say that 
even though Hunter has signed 
another contract for next sea-
son, everybody knew at that 
moment, so a lot of teams didn’t 
want him because it was only 
a one-year deal. This is what 
happened with a lot of facto-
ry teams, they didn’t want to 
enter into an agreement with 
him. But when you have the op-
portunity to sign a kid that can 
be world champion, I couldn’t 
just miss him. Of course I know 
that it will be hard for me at the 
end of the season, but at least 
I have started somewhere. 
When the opportunity showed 
up, I just took it and hopefully I 
will prove everyone in the team 

that I can do something good 
and the sponsors will start to 
show up to have more budget 
to take on a rider like Hunter. I 
just don’t understand the way 
of thinking by some teams who 
didn’t want to sign him.”

Livia’s background is clearly 
different from many who own 
and managed teams currently, 
which leads her to think dif-
ferently than most, especially 
in regard to signing Lawrence, 
“I don’t know, everybody has 
their way of thinking and I 
don’t want to say that mine is 
better than theirs. Of course I 
will have to replace him (Hunt-
er Lawrence) at the end of the 
season and to work for it, it’s 
not going to be easy. At least 
this season I will have a pair 
of good riders and I think in 
the first year for the team it’s 
a great opportunity to have 
Hunter and Bas.”

Bas Vaessen in particular has 
been impressed not only by 
the level of professionalism but 
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also the effort and attention put 
forth by Livia, “We are doing ev-
erything well from the setup, to 
the trailer, and the bikes. I am 
surprised how good it actually 
went, in the beginning I wasn’t 
skeptical, but I didn’t think it 
would be this good. Working 
with Livia is amazing, she really 
puts effort into you, in fact she 
puts effort into everything. I 
think working with her is great, 
she is a great person and a 
great team boss. I am happier 
over here than I was before, 
before I felt that I didn’t get the 
attention I needed or the at-
tention I deserved, what I have 
now with Livia is that if I have a 
problem we can fix it together 
and I feel I get all the attention 
I need and everything is going 
really well.”

Hunter Lawrence is also feeling 
positive about the new teams 
management and structure at 
the start of what will likely be 
his last MX2 season, “We start-
ed off on a clean slate again 

with a new bike, new team, and 
new people in the team. I’m 
lucky enough to have known my 
mechanic and obviously Bas my 
team mate, so that was good. 
To be honest the transition was 
really easy, the team is small - 
it is like 5 people including the 
truck driver. We have a good 
group of people and Livia is on 
her first year, she’s doing great. 
Livia is laid back, relaxed, and 
she can take criticism real-
ly well. You can go to her with 
something that has happened 
which you maybe don’t agree 
with and say, ‘I think we should 
do it this way’, then you explain 
why and she would take that 
on board and she won’t back 
up and say ‘no, it is my way and 
that’s how it’s gonna be.’ It is 
good to have someone like that, 
someone you feel like you’re 
working with rather than your 
boss just telling you what to do. 
I think it is important to have a 
good relationship and to have a 
good leader in the team. In the 
workplace everyone is happy, so 

I think she’s doing awesome.”

Of the 3 rounds of the 2018 so 
far the season opener in Pata-
gonia Argentina was the stron-
gest showing for the new team 
with Hunter Lawrence scoring 
2-6 race finishes and a Fox 
Holeshot for third overall, while 
Vaessen took 14th and 13th for 
14th overall. The second round 
at Valkenswaard’s Eurocircuit 
was forgettable as Vaessen 
crashed out scoring zero points 
while Lawrence took a pair of 
6 place finishes for 6th over-
all. The MXGP of La Comunitat 
Valenciana at Redsand was the 
best performance for Vaes-
sen this year in 10th overall as 
Lawrence scored 5th in both 
races and the overall. 

As the 20 round championship 
steams forward so too does 
Livia Lancelot’s Team 114, from 
the truck, to the bikes, riders, 
and staff the Honda 114 Motor-
sports team is full of new be-
ginnings and limitless potential!
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Take a bird view around the 
MXGP of La Comunitat Valen-
ciana’s Redsand Circuit in 360! 
#MXGPRedsand 

@lisaleylandTV
Nice pit chat with Max Nagl 
from the weekend...See 
what he had to say about 
his new team and bike on 
the MXGP-TV YouTube chan-
nel! #MXGP #Motocross 
#MXGPRedsand #Spain 

Red Bull KTM Factory 
Racing’s Antonio Cairo-
li had a fantastic race 
weekend in Redsand and 
he’s going to Trentino with 
the Red Plate. Watch the 
Best Moments video: 

@KTM_Racing
Cool to see such following 
for @jorgeprado61 at Red-
sand today. Could Spain 
have found a sturdy #mxgp 
home at the fast track near 
Castellon? #motocross2018 

@joanbangbang88
Enjoying MxGp at Redsand 
MX PARK with this Mon-
ster   #Gp #MxGp #Weekend 
#MonsterEnergy
€

IN THE WORLD OF #MXGP
@DixonRacingTeam
Great job from 5th place to 
nearly take the win, still fast-
est laps of both races, 2nd in 
race 2 just missed podium by 
1 point, small team big hearts 
#kawasaki #mxgp #bikeit 
#liquimoly @dsanayei

@PirelliMX
84 career wins and 166 
moto victories as @antonio-
cairoli doubles down in 
Spain. He carries the red 
plate to his home #MXGP in 
two weeks time #PirelliNa-
tion #GoFastEatPasta

@KristofSX
Grande @Antoniocairoli !!! 
Grande @JHerlings84 !! 
another awesome weekend 
of racing ! #MXGP #MX2 @
mxgp

Red Bull KTM Factory 
racing’s Pauls Jonass and 
Jorge Prado were battling 
in Valkesnwaard for the 
Top Step of the Podium on 
European Soil. Watch the 
best actions here: 

@allardkalff
@JHerlings84 is an absolute 
star #hero #mxgp #well-
done #greatvictory #MXG-
PValkenswaard



TWITTER, FACEBOOK, INSTAGRAM, YOUTUBE 
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IN THE WORLD OF #MXGP

@getteholemans: 
#fbf #flashbackfriday GP 
Valkenswaard with the 
brothers from other moth-
ers @stevesels84 @roygijsel 
#mx #motocross #mxfans 

@laii.a
MXGP #Redsand #moto-
cross #gopro

@demikuiten: 
Today is red <3 , the color of 
@redsand_mxpark

jcjillcairoli: 
We are in beautiful Spain!! 
Yep that’s me and my pa-
per card husband, the real 
@antoniocairoli made the 
photo! :)

@aioralvarez82: 
Aussie @jackmilleraus #moto-
cross #mx #sx #motox #aussie
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MXGP MAG 2018 MXGP.COM42



43



MONSTER GIRLS

MXGP MAG 2018 MXGP.COM44





MXGP MAG 2013 MXGP.COM

J

Photo: MEYER

MXGP MAG 2017 MXGP.COM46 MXGP MAG 2018 MXGP.COM46



J
series, always as a privateer, 
and finally signed his f irst 
contract with the Husaberg 
factory in 1993.

Moving from 2 strokes ma-
chinery to 4 strokes Joel had 
a strong season, winning his 
f irst GP in Germany to finish 
third in the series. He did 
even better in 1994, win-
ning two GP’s and six heats 
to contest the World title 
against Marcus Hansson and 
Jacky Martens, but with five 
DNF’s he missed the title by 
less than thirty points. 1995 
was finally his season, as he 
claimed the first of his f ive 
World titles; winner of f ive 
GP’s and nine heats, he beat 
Trampas Parker in a very 
open championship, as seven 
riders won motos that year. 
It was a perfect season for 
Joel, who won the Belgian 
title and was also part of 
the Belgian team who won 
the first MX of Nations since 
1980!

In 1996 Joel fought all sea-
son long with Shayne King, 

who finally defeated the 
reigning champion after win-
ning six rounds of the series 
while the Husaberg rider 
enjoyed only one win. Coming 
back stronger in 1997 Joel 
had another very good sea-
son, winning four GP’s and 
six races to beat Darryl King 
and get his second world ti-
tle. Just a few weeks later he 
enjoyed his second MXoN vic-
tory alongside Stefan Everts 
and Marnicq Bervoets. 1998 
was another good year for 
Smets, as he again dominat-
ed his rivals to get his third 
World title. That year, when 
the MX season was over, he 
entered the famous ISDE in 
Australia and claimed anoth-
er success in enduro! 

Officially back in the series 
since 1997, Yamaha and An-
drea Bartolini dominated the 
1999 championship and with 
eight DNF’s during the sea-
son Joel could only save a po-
dium result for his last sea-
son on the Husaberg, as he 
moved to KTM the following 
seasons; the new millennium 

As a rider from 1990 to 2005 
and then as a manager, Joel 
Smets has always been one 
of the most popular people in 
the Motocross family. Coming 
late to this sport so popular 
in his native country, Joel has 
been one of the most suc-
cessful Belgian riders as he 
claimed 5 World titles and 57 
Grand Prix wins.

Born on 6 April 1969 in Mol, 
a Belgian city located not 
far from Lommel, Joel Smets 
was a motocross fan but had 
to wait his 17th birthday to 
start his career and to enter 
his f irst race in a local cham-
pionship thanks to his uncle 
who gave him his bike. Even 
if he wasn’t so experimented, 
Joel won his f irst local title 
that year, moved to a nation-
al series in 1987 and then 
to the Belgian championship. 
He was 21 years old when 
he entered his f irst GP in 
the Netherlands on a private 
bike, he qualif ied and scored 
his f irst points. Within three 
seasons he moved from the 
46th to the 4th position in the 

Joel Smets 
  the Flemish Lion    

HALL OF FAME
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was a good one for him as 
he got his fourth World title 
on the orange bike, winning 
twelve of the sixteen rounds!
 
At that period Belgium was 
a leading country in Moto-
cross, and in 2001 Joel found 
Stefan Everts on his way. 
Their battles were always 
tough but fair, but even if he 
won six GP’s each year, Joel 
was defeated by his fellow 
countryman. In 2003, as 
it was still the single heat 
race format (from 2001 to 
2003), Joel and KTM decid-
ed to enter two classes, the 
650cc and the new Motocross 
GP class. Winning ten of the 
twelve rounds in the 650cc, 
he claimed his f ifth World 
title, and in the Motocross GP 
series he finished runner up 
between Everts and Mickael 
Pichon.

Recruited by Suzuki to devel-

op their new four-stroke bike, 
Joel never enjoyed anymore 
the winning feeling, as injuries 
stopped him in 2004 and 2005. 
He stopped racing Motocross 
in 2006, went back in Enduro 
later to develop a new project 
with BMW and when he re-
tired definitively from racing, 

he couldn’t leave the sport. 
Joel started working alongside 
young Belgian talents and later 
he joined Suzuki and recent-
ly KTM to offer his long rac-
ing experience to the factory 
teams.
Text and Photos: Pascal Hau-
diquert

1990:46th in the 500 MX World Championship (Honda)
1991:17th in the 500 MX World Championship (Honda)
1992:4th in the 500 MX World Championship (Honda)
1993:3rd in the 500 MX World Championship (Husaberg). 1994: 3rd 
in the 500 MX World Championship (Vertemati). Winner of 2 GP
1995: 500 MX World Champion (Husaberg). Winner of 5 GP
1996: 2nd in the 500 MX World Championship (Husaberg). 1997: 500 
MX World Champion (Husaberg). Winner of 4 GP
1998: 500 MX World Champion (Husaberg). Winner of 6 GP
1999: 3rd in the 500 MX World Championship (Husaberg). Winner of 
4 GP
2000: 500 MX World Champion (KTM). Winner of 12 GP
2001: 2nd in the 500 Motocross World Championship (KTM). Win-
ner of 6 GP
2002: 2nd in the 500 Motocross World Championship (KTM). Winner 
of 6 GP
2003: 2nd in the Motocross GP World Championship (KTM). 
 650 Motocross World Champion (KTM). Winner of 10 GP
2004: 16th in the 500 Motocross World Championship (Suzuki)
2005: 6th in the 500 World Championship (Suzuki)MXGP MAG 2018 MXGP.COM48





    Paddock Talks
01/Brian Jorgensen and family en-
joying the first MXGP of La Comuni-

tat Valenciana together!
02/Former professional soccer 
player, Sami Hyypia, supporting 
Mauno Nieminen from EMX125 

presented by FMF Racing!
03/Yamaha Racing’s top riders 

with the new EMX65 team!
04/6D Helmets co-founder and 

CEO Bob Weber introduces the new 
ATR-2 helmet with the help of Val-

entin Guillod!
05/Joel Roelants and his girl taking 

in the MXGP of Europe!
06/Fans getting the most of the 

Fiat Professional hosted autograph 
signing with Antonio Cairoli.

07/Jordi Tixier can’t wait to get 
back to racing, he joined as a spec-

tator for the MXGP of Europe!
08/FH Racing’s Ruben Fernandez, 
Jed Beaton, and trainer Marc De 
Reuver walking the Redsand track 

prior to racing!
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Paddock Talks
09/Lisa Leyland and Max Nagl 

during the Pit Chat for the 
MXGP of La Comunitat Valenci-

ana! 
10/David Philippaerts in his 

new role helping the AS-
TES4-TESAR Yamaha Official 

EMX250 team!
11/The unique Monster Ener-
gy media event in Spain gave 

the rider a chance to kick some 
penalty shots!

12/Harry Everts giving his au-
tograph to a fan!

13/The Yamaha Europe Racing 
family in their hospitality area!

Moto3 rider Aron Carnet on the 
start grid with Jorge Prado!
14/Lisa Leyland interviewing 

MotoGP start Jack Miller. 
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MXGP Academy 
Kickstarts 2018
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MXGP Academy is off to 
the races in 2018 and has 
completed its first event in 
conjunction with the 3rd 
round of MXGP, the MXGP 
of La Comunitat Valenciana, 
at Redsand in Spain. MXGP 
Academy is an on site MX 
school for local youth at the 
following GP’s in the 2018 
calendar:

MXGP of Portugal
MXGP of Russia
MXGP of Latvia 
MXGP of Germany
MXGP of Czech Republic 
MXGP of Switzerland

The Academy is in partner-
ship with Youthstream and 
FIM Europe, headed up by 
FIM Europe deputy and proj-
ect leader Martin de Graaff. 
The goal of MXGP Academy 
is to educate young riders 
on the various aspects in-
volved in becoming a profes-
sional motocross athlete.

The academy includes a 
well-rounded education plan 
from the meaning of flags 
on the track to off track 
behavior and everything in 
between. Every academy of 
the 2018 season includes an 
education program for the 
youth as well as an after-
noon program specifically to 
educate the parents on tools 
to use in their important role 
relevant to racing success of 
their child.

MXGP Academy trainer Jan 
Postema, “The parents ed-
ucation is getting more and 
more important. We need 
them, they need to respect 
the rules, sometimes they 
have too much respect for 
their kids. When we are 
sitting here, we as trainers 
are very strict. For exam-
ple if today we are going to 
ride the track at 5 and if you 
are there after 5, you’re not 
gonna ride it. If you do a 
GP and you’re too late, you 

are not entering. You have 
to understand, if you go into 
MXGP, it’s a job, it is a job 
with rules. Often kids don’t 
live by rules and the parents 
don’t understand the rules. 
We help them both out and 
also help them with verbal 
and non-verbal communica-
tion.”

In addition to the program 
for the children and parents, 
MXGP Academy, when pos-
sible, will include instruction 
for those who want to help 
train young talents in their 
area known as the “Train the 
Trainer Program”. 

Another constant and im-
portant part of the academy 
is a tour of various pro-
fessional race teams in the 
MXGP paddock along with 
supporting industry com-
panies. Such tours provide 
a preview to the potential 
future stars of how be-
ing professional motocross 

MXGP MAG 2018 MXGP.COM54



racer at the top-level works, 
in turn giving them some-
thing to reach out and aim 
for. Students at the MXGP 
of La Comunitat Valencian at 
Redsand in particular where 
treated to a special tour one 
of Yamaha’s Official MXGP 
teams, Wilvo Yamaha, along 
with the Yamaha rider and 
team hospitality area.

Outside of the academies 
that are held in conjunc-
tion with an MXGP event, 
the program continues year 
round. The 2018 program 
started as early as Novem-
ber 2017 with a Train the 
Trainer education certifica-
tion for the Northern Region 
of Europe held in Riga, Lat-
via. 

Just a month later winter 
training was in action for 
both riders and aspiring 

trainers in Malaga, Spain, 
led by MXGP Academy’s Jan 
Postema. In addition to the 
traditional rider education 
certification the “Parent 
Workshop” took on the task 
of educating the parents of 
riders on how and when to 
communicate with the rider, 
what food is best for the rid-
er at various ages, and how 
to behave during the events.

The same is planned for 2018 
explains Postema: “At the end 
of the year we’re gonna go to 
Riga, the schooling there is for 
teachers, trainers, also some 
federations are showing up. 
That is for the northern part 
and for the southern part will 
be in Malaga again where we 
will have the same schooling.”

Both demand and interest is 
rapidly growing for the MXGP 
Academy and directly after the 

MXGP of La Comunitat Valenci-
ana the MXGP staff headed to 
host a Train the Trainer seminar 
in Russia followed by two days 
of certification for 65cc, 85cc 
and 125cc riders from Russia.

Postema, “Now we are com-
ing up on the 4th year of the 
academy, more and more 
people are interested and 
more and more trainers are 
getting involved in the whole 
scene. It’s really lifting up, 
people do now understand 
it is necessary to know how 
to be on the track, off the 
track, know before what are 
you gonna do, and also about 
safety, in whole it makes a 
mega difference… we leave 
to Russia with 38 trainers 
showing up, the whole scene, 
the whole team is just abso-
lutely amazing!”



The 125cc class in the European Championship usually puts a spotlight on the next 

big name in motocross. In fact both of the 2015 FIM Motocross World Champions and 

vice-world champions Romain Febvre, Gautier Paulin, Tim Gajser and Pauls Jonass 

have all won the EMX125 championship on their paths to motocross supremacy. 

His first GP was in 1978 
but it wasn’t until 1980 
that he scored his first 
world championship points 
riding a Puch to finish the 
250cc GP season in 37th. 
The following year, 1981, 
he rocketed to 5th before 
switching to Yamaha for 
the ’82 season where he 
placed 9th. A little bit ‘hit-
and-miss’ Kini signed with 
KTM but not for the 250cc 
class, as he recalls:

‘I signed with KTM for the 
500cc class in ’83 and then 
I went to the States for 
the Golden State series 

and the air-cooled KTM, 
that was much more like a 
tractor; three gears, im-
possible! After the first 
race at Saddleback Park 
I phoned Trunkenpolz and 
said ‘Erich, please let me 
go 250cc, forget all my 
contract money, everything, 
let me go 250cc.’
 
The season didn’t quite go 
according to plan though, 
as the tall Austrian suf-
fered a broken arm to-
wards the end of the year, 
as well as a ‘smashed 
kidney’ at Unadilla. He 
finished the season 11th 

Austrian motocross legend 
Heinz Kinigadner became 
a household name in his 
native country overnight 
when he clinched the first 
of his two FIM 250cc Mo-
tocross World Champion-
ships in 1984. What made 
it extra special was that 
he won racing an Austrian 
motorcycle as well, and it’s 
his 1984 KTM 250cc that 
we will feature in this issue 
of MXGP Magazine.

‘Kini’ originally trained as a 
baker and confectioner but 
thankfully, the lure of rac-
ing got the better of him. 

HEINZ KINIGADNER               
                  1984 KTM 250cc 
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HEINZ KINIGADNER               
                  1984 KTM 250cc 

fore the first GP in Saint 
Jean d’Angely, we got ten 
cylinders, Nikasil cylin-
ders, good ones and then 
we raced a race in Austria 
and practiced until Monday 
before Saint Jean, and of 
these ten engines only two 
were left; one for him and 
one for me! All the Nikasil 
came off; bad quality, and 
we said ‘shit!’ 

With the first 250cc GP of 
the season just days away, 
Kinigadner was in real 

danger of not even making 
it to the start line, but he 
came up with a plan:
‘In those days, the whole 
department was different 
than today, and on Thurs-
day night before the GP I 
was in Mattighofen with my 
mechanic until midnight, 
because he said we had to 
leave at midnight otherwise 
we would not be there in 
time for the first GP and at 
12:00 midnight I said ‘hey, 
I will not finish that race, 
let’s go – all the doors were 

overall. As a result, it was 
decided that Kini needed 
a teammate, ‘… and KTM 
said ‘ok, we need a good 
one, and Arno Dreschel 
was from Honda Factory 
and had finished 4th in ’83 
and the top three – Georg-
es Jobé, Danny Laporte 
and Kees Van der Ven - all 
moved out of 250cc, so he 
was the clear favourite and 
this always helped me a lot, 
you know?’

However, the 1984 cam-
paign also hit a few prob-
lems with engine issues 
and suspension problems 
right at the top of the tree. 
‘Sigi Stuhlberger was the 
man for the two-stroke 
engines; he made the en-
gines for Vladimir Kavinov, 
Guennady Moissev, all the 
Russian guys, and he had 
one engine in his box from 
them. The ‘83/’84 was the 
same engine, and we knew 
that that engine had at 
least 4bhp more than our 
best one. My engine en-
gineer was one who came 
from the university and I 
had the first digital igni-
tion but he was not work-
ing on the exhaust and all 
those things like all the old 
guys; Sigi was only ex-
haust, 2-stroke, and we 
were really praying to Sigi, 
‘please give us your engine 
and he was saying ‘no, I’m 
responsible for this and 
I don’t want to interfere 
… and then Arno and me, 
we got three weeks be-
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open at KTM – we went 
straight to the production 
line, took one production 
bike complete, from the 
production line to have as 
a spare bike, and then went 
to France.’ 

On paper at least, the idea 
to ‘borrow’ a production 
bike sounded like a great 
plan, but the reality was 
so much different as Kini 
points out:
‘When we were at Saint 
Jean d’Angely with the long 
up and down hills; after 
first practice we checked 
the bike, and saw on the 
bottom, some of the Nikasil 
had come off a bit, so my 
mechanic said ‘I’m afraid 
we will not race with this 

engine.’ So, I said ‘Okay, 
let’s take the production 
bike,’ which was brand new, 
not one minute running be-
fore. Anyway, there was an 
Austrian journalist Gunther 
Vissinger, who was going 
with me to the race, and 
when I came back he was in 
my tent and this was when I 
came back from those first 
few laps with that produc-
tion bike; I told my mechanic 
‘Hey, I need some bicycle 
pedals because I will not 
make it up those hills, it’s 
terrible, so f*****g slow!’
 
‘The frame was completely 
the same,’ Kini remembers, 
‘we had standard frames 
back then but the engine 
was different and unfortu-

nately he wrote an article 
that I won the GP (4-1) at 
Saint Jean with already a 
little bit broken Nikasil cylin-
der. When I came back home 
I got the blue letter from 
Mr. Trunkenpolz, the owner 
of KTM and he said, I ‘put 
the dirt in the nest’ because 
Vissinger had written an ar-
ticle where he said ‘I need-
ed pedals for this shit ma-
chine!’ The beginning of the 
season was really horrible!’

Suspended
Today in MXGP KTM is linked 
to WP suspension and al-
ways has been, but back 
then it was known as White 
Power, but Kini wasn’t a fan 
of the USD (upside down 
forks) even though they 
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were improving, so he de-
cided to do his own thing:
‘We started with Marzocchi 
conventional forks and this 
was then the moment when 
I was leading from the first 
GP. The second race was at 
Sittendorf in Austria and I 
remember the White Power 
guys, they came and they 
said ‘Hey, in Austria in front 
of KTM we need to have our 
fork in – it was even more 
critical the year after in 
‘85 because that race was 
in Schwannenstadt close 
to Mattighofen – and they 
came with really crazy of-
fers at that time and they 
were pushing hard that I 
had to use WP. At that time, 
the USD was much more 
stable but on some tracks 
like real hard pack like in 

Spain with hard ruts, it was 
not so good, so I used both 
but mostly the Marzocchi. 
It was funny; Dami the toy 
company from Japan, they 
made my bike and I have a 
few still at home, and you 
could make it with WP or 
with Marzocchi; two ver-
sions.’

For the GP in Austria, Kini 
had a new cylinder and new 
exhaust and other than 
that, the rest of the bike 
was standard. He tested 
quite a few different linkage 
set-ups and because he was 
so tall, ran a higher Tecno-
sel seat and slightly higher 
handlebars. But it was fine 
balance between being too 
high where it would upset 
the overall geometry of the 

bike. As for power, it was 
about top end speed for the 
tough Austrian: ‘My me-
chanics, my engineers they 
always complained to me 
because all the time they 
said I was much too high all 
the time, on the limiter, so I 
liked to go high.’

As for the season itself, Kini 
raced to three GP victo-
ries; the calamitous open-
ing round in France (4-1), 
Holice in Czech Republic 
where he went 1-1 (round 
four) and round six in Italy 
at Laveno Mombello where 
he once again went 1-1. In 
total, he claimed six race 
victories compared to the 
rider who finished runner 
up to him, Jacky Vimond, 
who won five moto’s and two 



SPECIAL FEATURE

GP’s. Kini won the title by 
thirty points.

‘In ’84 we had a lot of races 
in the rain, I won all of them 
– the only problem we had 
was the Nikasil at the begin-
ning of the season; some-
times we had a problem with 
the brakes overheating like 
in Belgium in Race Two after 
I crashed in the first race … 
but otherwise I don’t remem-
ber any major problems.’

A front wheel puncture in 
the second race in Austria 
robbed him of a 1-1, and 
in Switzerland in the mud, 
having chosen to race with-
out ‘face protection’, he lost 
one of his teeth to a flying 
stone and was ‘too busy 
thinking about the pain at 
the dentist on the Monday 
after the GP’. He still went 

6-2 though!

And at the final round in 
Finland, the pace in the 
sand was just too high for 
him and despite taking the 
holeshot in Race One, de-
cided to let the faster rid-
er’s past, including his rival 
Vimond, but third place was 
enough to clinch the title 
and in typical Kini style, the 
champagne flowed between 
the moto’s. With the title in 
his pocket, Kini lined up at 
the start for the final race 
of the year, pulled a hole-
shot and led for the first 
ten minutes or so, but then 
‘I crashed and could not 
finish the race. I believe it 
was because I wasn’t com-
pletely concentrated on the 
race anymore.’

His teammate Arno Dreschel 

finished ninth overall but 
took a race win in Belgium 
at Nismes to add to the tally 
of KTM race wins.

Tech Spec
1984 KTM 250
Frame: Production
Swingarm: Production
Engine: Factory with Nikasil 
plating, water-cooled
Ignition: Factory Digital
Exhaust: Made in-house at 
KTM, handmade 
Front fork: Marzocchi con-
ventional (mostly), occasion-
al WP USD
Rear shock: White Power 
with Pro-Lever linkage
Handlebars: Renthal
Brakes: Brembo
Carburettor: Dellorto 38mm
Wheels: 18” x 21”
Power: 48 bhp – production 
was 44bhp
Seat: Tecnosel (higher)
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QUESTIONS
TO THE EDITOR

Hi MXGP, 
Which Channel is MXGP aired in 
UK? 
Thanks,
John

Hi John
MXGP is broadcasted LIVE on 
Motorsport.tv for the whole 
Sunday Program. 
Take also note that by subscrib-
ing to MXGP-TV.com and pur-
chasing the 2018 Package you 
can watch the FIM Motocross 
World Championship, as well as 
all support classes and qualify-
ing races from everywhere on 
your favorite device. 

Regards
MXGP

Dear MXGP,
I heard MXGP will be back to 
Bulgaria. Where can I find de-
tails on the tickets? 
Thanks,
Vlastimil

Dear Vlastimil,  
MXGP is very pleased to go 
back to Bulgaria. I confirm 
the tickets for the MXGP 
of Bulgaria will be on-
line shortly. Stay tuned on 
MXGP.com.    
Best Regards
MXGP

Hi MXGP, 
I bought 2 online tickets for 
Trentino. Do I need to show 
anything at the entrance?
Thanks,
Cristian 

Hi Cristian 
Thanks for join us at the MXGP 
of Trentino. I confirm you just 
need to print the e-tickets from 
your purchase and show them 
at the entrance in order to get 
in.  
Regards
MXGP

Hi MXGP, 
I am a passionate motocross 
fan and I would love to work as 
hostess at the MXGP events. 
Now I would like to ask, if you 
are still looking for a hostess at 
some GPs around Switzerland 
as I live there. Thanks! 
Thanks,
Lina 

Hi Lina 
Thanks for your interest and 
very pleased to e-meet you. 
Please send a private message 
to MXGP Facebook Page with 
all your details and we will get 
in touch with you for some next 
events in case of need.  
Regards
MXGP
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